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For more information please visit our website: www.wpcbc.org 
• Learn more about what we do at Westminster through our various ministries 
• Contact our staff 
• Read more about our storied history 

Check us out on Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church-Bay City 
• View posts on recent activities and upcoming events 
• Live stream our worship services and special programs 
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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
MISSION STATEMENT

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Westminster is here to serve God and humanity, 
sharing the love of Jesus through faith, hope, and love, 

with an open and genuine spirit.”

20. Do you take part in church activities that reach out to the wider community? 

 Yes   49 

 Sometimes  92 

 No   34 

21. On a scale of 1-4 (4 being very satisfied, 1 being very dissatisfied), how satisfied are you with 

what this church offers for children and youth? 

 1   5 

 2   25 

 3   57 

 4   64 

22. READ CAREFULLY-which statement comes closest to your view of the Bible? 

 a.   13 The Bible is the word of God, to be taken literally word for word 

 b.   40 The Bible is the word of God, to be interpreted for historical content 

 c.   90 The Bible, when interpreted, contains God's word to us 

 d.   38 The Bible is a collection of ancient texts which reveal spiritual truths for all 

23. What do you especially like about our church? 

 Music Ministry.  Comfortable and relaxed atmosphere.  Generosity of our members.    

Spiritual warmth and compassion 

24. Suggestions for improvements in our church? 

 Incorporate youth more in the life of the church.  Earlier service 9:00-10:00 or    

9:30-10:30.  Would like some services to be contemporary.  Adding more weekend   

classes.  Worship Service: Stay more focused and keep track of time frame 

25. What else would you like us to know as we search for our new minister? 

 Someone with a vision and energy.  Excellent communication skills, orally and written.    

Comfortable with technology.  Easy to talk to, has a good sense of humor.  Would like   

strong family involvement.  Is able to delegate responsibilities to committees/Session   

and work with them.     

APPENDIX: CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF THE CHURCH TO PRESENT

List of Pastors
16. Are there 1, 2 or more events in our church history that stand out boldly in your memory? Is the   

memory: 

 Negative     16 

 Positive      143 

Comments: So many: joining the church, Easter Breakfast, 150-Year Anniversary, VBS, Marriages, even 
funeral services-wonderful celebrations of life 

17. What would we like to be able to say about our new minister?  Rank in order of 1 to 5 (5 being the 

most important) 

 a. Gives an inspiring sermon.  1 26  2 22  3 32  4 21  5 57 

 b. Maintains a healthy involvement with us.  Listens with interest and concern, is open.  

                Is enthusiastic.  1 23  2 19  3 36  4 24  5 66 

 c.  Has vision.  Is willing to take risks when necessary.  Can guide the church in new  

                 positive directions.  1 23  2 29  3 20  4 47  5 59 

 d.  Gives comfort, helpful counsel and guidance.  Maintains confidentiality. 

  1 13  2 34  3 33  4 28  5 49 

 e.  His or her family is involved in our church.   1 50  2 13  3 13  4 24  5 67 

18. On a scale of 1-10 (10 being the most important), how important is it to you that our minister be 

willing to create ministry for our young people and young families? 

 1 0   6 3 

 2 0   7 2 

 3 1   8 18 

 4 1   9 18 

 5 9   10 115 

19. India, Thailand, the Philippines, Africa...From Gambell, Alaska to the Good Samaritan Rescue 

Mission in Bay City, mission work has been an important part of our church.  Where would you like 

to see us doing mission work? 

 Mostly local, Tri-City Area.  In the United States where needed.  Some outside the United States. 
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF THE CHURCH TO PRESENT

In 1863, a small group of Presbyterians began 
worshipping together three miles up the river from 
the mouth of the bay. They were not organized and 
they were without a pastor or a church building. 
They soon asked the Presbytery of Saginaw for a 
pastor, and the Reverend Donald Campbell was sent 
to them. Although never installed, he served as a 
missionary and was instrumental in the history of 
Westminster. Within a year, Reverend Campbell was 
able to organize a new church. Its cornerstone was 
laid on August 23, 1865 and it was named the First 
Presbyterian Society of the Township of Bangor. This 
is where the story begins. 

In those early days the church began to grow and 
change. Rev. Campbell left only three years later to 
accept a call in Monroe, MI. In 1869 Rev. Elihu 
Turney Sanford became the new pastor for only a 
short time and Rev. Lucius  W. Chapman became 
ordained as pastor in 1871. He was followed by Rev. 
Donald Munro in 1880. Meanwhile, in 1872 the 
name of the church had been changed to First 
Presbyterian Church of Wenona. 

With Rev. Munro’s leadership the church was 
continually expanding and its building was 
becoming quite cramped. In 1882 plans were drawn 
for a new church building and the First Presbyterian 
Church of Wenona became Westminster Presbyterian 
Church. On Christmas day in 1883 the congregation 
worshipped in their new red brick church. 

In 1887 the area of Wenona was named West Bay 
City. In the new century, many changes were seen in 
West Bay City, and the people voted to unite West 
Bay City with Bay City in 1903. From 1908-1916 
Charles Elmer Marvin was pastor of Westminster. In 
1915 Westminster celebrated its 50th anniversary. 
Costs for the celebration included $10 for the 
banquet, $5 for the decorations, $2.55 for 

advertising, and $3 for a piano rental. The church 
received $255.63. 

In 1917 a white manse with green shutters was built 
on the corner of Midland and Wenona streets with a 
loan of $3,300. Decades later, in 1940, Westminster 
celebrated its 75th anniversary. During the years of 
the war Westminster provided services for those 
fighting overseas. Two church members were killed 
in action. 

The Rev. Donald Lomas was installed as pastor at 
Westminster in 1945 as the community was just 
coming out of the Great Depression. The church was 
in dire need of improvements. The most pressing 
needs were taken care of, but the other changes 
would have to wait. In 1958 a capital campaign 
raised $135,000. Soon a new fellowship hall, five 
new classrooms, and a kitchen were dedicated in 
1959. 

The Rev. David B. Castrodale took the baton from 
Rev. Lomas in 1962. Despite what seemed like 
overwhelming debt, the church paid off the loan for 
fellowship hall in just two years. In 1965 
Westminster celebrated its 100th anniversary with a 
banquet and special services. In 1969 under the 
direction of Rev. Castrodale, the congregation 
approved building a new sanctuary for a total of 
$680,000. In addition, the manse was replaced, 
second floor classrooms were built, and land 
purchases for parking areas were made. The last 
worship service held in the red brick church was on 
Easter Sunday. Not long after that in 1970 the 
Westminster congregation began worshiping in its 
new, blond brick church; the church home we know 
today.  

In December 1976  The Rev. Lloyd Foard Umbarger 
left New Jersey to begin his work as Pastor of 

A Short History of Westminster Presbyterian Church of Bay City, Michigan11. Do you have a strong sense of belonging and purpose in this congregation? 

 Yes   145 

 Not really  14 

 Sometimes  15 

12. Do you have close friends in this congregation? 

 Yes   151 

 No   34 

 Not many  1  

13. Are you presently involved in a class, a group, or a committee of this church? 

 Yes   107 

 No   75 

14. Which three of the following aspects of congregational life, do you most value?  

 Mission     61                Openness to Social Diversity     62 

 Worship/Sermons     163   Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities     49 

 Adult Sunday School     13        (classes, Bible study, etc.)   

 Ministry for Children/Youth     92  Other     11 

 Music     3   

15. On a scale of 1-10 (1 being no change, 10 being wide open), how open are you to change? 

 1 3    6 11 

 2 5    7 19 

 3 1    8 47  

 4 3    9 7  

 5 25    10 49 
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Westminster. He emphasized board and committee 
responsibility and adult preparation for ministry. He 
also was a leading force in establishing a college 
ministry project at Delta College. A few years later 
an associate in Christian Education and a church 
administrator were hired and added to the church 
staff. In 1981 Ron P. Miller joined the staff as an 
associate pastor. He stayed until 1990 when he was 
called to Indiana. 

In 1990 the church building was used to capacity, 
extending Christ’s friendship to the surrounding 
neighborhood. Boy and Girl Scouts, Bay Arts 
Council, Sage Library, and the American Red Cross 
utilized the building for various community events. 
Since the mortgage on the church was paid off in 
1985, a building improvement fund was established. 
Houses in the immediate neighborhood were bought 
to make room for more parking. Several other 
building improvements were made to make 
Westminster a beautiful house of worship! 

In 1990 the church celebrated its 125th year with a 
special worship service, a dinner, and a slide 
presentation. Times were financially difficult for the 
church in the years that followed, yet the church was 
still able to share its time, talents, and gifts with 
others. 

After a prolonged interim period, Rev. William 
Hennessy was called to serve Westminster in 2000. 
Rev. Hennessy stressed pastoral care and 
intergenerational worship services. He encouraged 
members of all ages to become involved in worship 
and the sharing of time and talents. He also played a 
role in the ground breaking ceremony for the newly 
renovated Sage Library across the street. Soon after, 
Beth Hennessy was hired as Parish Associate. 

In 2003 Westminster started Food of Faith with a 
team of other churches in Bay County whereby a hot 
meal is served once a week to those in need. In 
2008 Westminster paved the way for a Men’s Wing 
to be constructed at the Good Samaritan Rescue 

Mission pledging $15,000 for the project. Also in 
that year Rev. Hennessy accepted a call in New York. 

In 2009 the congregation welcomed the Rev. 
Matthew Schramm to Westminster. Rev. Schramm 
was born in Royal Oak, MI, and is a graduate of 
Hillsdale College and Princeton Theological 
Seminary. He was ordained in 2004. He served his 
first pastor call in Sussex, New Jersey from 2004 to 
2009. After his arrival, Westminster established 
Stephen Ministry, a member care program to provide 
quality caring ministry for as long as people need it. 

As church attendance increased, the Rev. Issac 
Chung was installed to oversee church school, youth 
group, and Vacation Bible School. Vacation Bible 
School attendance was growing and children were 
inspired through high energy sessions. In 2012 The 
Dow Qualifier marathon was held with the race 
route running right past Westminster. The 
congregation cheered on the racers with a bounce 
house, face painting, and a Hallelujah Chorus that 
greeted runners as they neared the finish line. For a 
short video, showing the love shared by God and 
with one another in the early 2010s, click here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6uAV3-Z0_o. 

In 2012 as Rev. Chung accepted a call as senior 
pastor in White Lake, MI, Rev. Dr. George Baird 
became Westminster’s Parish Associate. He brought 
over 50 years of experience with him. Sandy Graves 
and Dana Schramm were hired as Co-Christian 
Education directors to oversee the children’s 
programs of the church. Vacation Bible School 
continued to grow and thrive with over 100 children 
attending each summer. Furthermore, the children’s 
Christmas program included 54 children and their 
performance was a delight to all churchgoers that 
Sunday morning in 2012. 

In 2014, Pastor Matthew Schramm served as Guest 
Chaplain for the U.S. House of Representatives, 
giving the opening prayer before the day's session 

6. To what extent does the ministry of Westminster Presbyterian Church help you with  everyday living? 

 A great extent  106 

 Some extent  62 

 A small extent  11  

Comments: Just knowing the church is there every day if I need it, gives me guidance to live a life for 
Jesus every day and focus on prayer and services keeps me grounded 

7. In the next 6 months, would you invite someone to worship who does NOT attend another church? 

 Yes   79 

 No   22 

 Maybe   80 

Comment: If I met someone, I would definitely do that 

8. Which musical style do you prefer to sing in worship? 

 Traditional Hymns 68 

 Praise Songs  9 

 A variety of styles 108 

 Other   5 

9.  "My spiritual needs are being met within this congregation." 

 Yes   111 

 For the most part 66 

 Not really  4 

 Not presently  6 

Comments: Sometimes I feel a disconnect, however, I understand fully that not every worship service 
is geared toward me, someone else may benefit fully from worship that day.   

10. Are you included in making important decisions in this congregation? 

 Yes   91 

 No   55 

 I don't want to be 12 

 No one asks me 18  

 Sometimes  1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6uAV3-Z0_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6uAV3-Z0_o
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opened. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VAhJgxBzfX4. 

2015 
In August of 2015, Westminster celebrated its 150th 
anniversary.  The celebration started with a period 
style service on August 23, 2015 with many 
members dressing in costumes patterned after the 
1860s. Hymns from the era were sung and the Bell 
Choir, directed by Peggy Hanson performed “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” and “Onward Christian 
Soldier”. A pig roast and picnic and an exquisite 
dinner cruise were held to continue the celebration 
into the next weekend. Sunday, August 30, marked 
the conclusion of the anniversary celebration with a 
service that included seven current and former 
pastors and associate pastors of Westminster.  
Together they represented over 50 years of pastorship 
of the church. Following the worship service, the 
Board of Deacons served tea and hors d’oeuvres and 
fellowship was enjoyed by all. 

Mission has been an important part of Westminster’s 
legacy and still is to this day. In 2015, Forty-four 
walkers from Westminster participated in the local 
annual CROP walk and represented the largest 
portion of 143 participants from the surrounding 
community. Furthermore, Westminster has been 
faithful in supporting mission nationwide. In the fall 
of 2015,  a group of seven members made the trip all 
the way to Gambell, Alaska where they assisted in 
building a new Presbyterian church. 

In November of 2015, a group from the congregation 
was filmed by LB productions to present cardboard 
testimonies to show how they were changed by the 
love of God and being part of the Westminster 
family. You can see the video at this link:  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbdohjukGrA. Also, in 
2015, Rev. Linda Williams was welcomed to 
Westminster after the resignation of Rev. Dr. George 
Baird. 

2016 
In 2016 mission work continued, involving 
longstanding relationships with local organizations 
in Bay County. The church remained committed to 
providing hot meals as part of the Food of Faith 
program. Furthermore, a small group from 
Westminster traveled to Jonesville, Virginia, for an 
Appalachian Service Project to make a home 
warmer, safer, and drier by installing insulation and 
siding so the owner could live in the home that had 
been in the family for generations. 

Our church building has been open to over 30 
organizations for their weekly, monthly, or annual 
meetings. The Bay City 4th of July Fireworks 
Committee, the Humane Society, Boy Scouts, Lions 
Club, and so many more utilize the church for their 
functions. 

Throughout 2016 the Children’s Ministry continued 
to thrive under the leadership of Dana Schramm. A 
new program called “Wednesdays @ Westminster” 
or “W@W” was created. In this program you find 
children engaged in enriching activities including 
crafts, games, bell and chime choirs, junior choir, 
and more. 

In 2016 remarkable growth was shown and changes 
were made to the Westminster church building. For 
the first time in over 50 years we embarked on a 
three-year capital campaign project (2016-2018). 
This was a leap of faith for the congregation. The 
progress made in 2016 was incredible. 

2017 
In 2017 a homecoming event took place at 
Westminster. There was fellowship and fun to 
celebrate the culmination of the recently completed 
150 anniversary in 2016 as well as to celebrate the 
ambitious and faithful step of preparing for our next 
150 years. The goal of our broad renovation project 
was to make the church more hospitable, safe, dry, 

Congregational Survey 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

187 Surveys Completed 

General Questions: 

1. Are you:  

 Male   60 

 Female   127 

2. What is your age group: 

 1-30   15 

 31-50   26 

 51-70   68  

 71+   78 

3. Are you a member of this church? 

 Yes   166 

 No   10  

4. How often do you attend worship at this church? 

 Weekly   142 

 Monthly  23  

 Occasionally  13 

 Holidays  1 

 When I can  3 

 Homebound  2 

5. How long have you been attending worship at this church? 

 Less than a year 3 

 2-5 years  26 

 6-15 years  64 

 16-25 years  15 

 26+ years  79 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAhJgxBzfX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAhJgxBzfX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAhJgxBzfX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbdohjukGrA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbdohjukGrA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbdohjukGrA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAhJgxBzfX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAhJgxBzfX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAhJgxBzfX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbdohjukGrA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbdohjukGrA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbdohjukGrA


~ 8 ~ ~ 21 ~

HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF THE CHURCH TO PRESENT “FOCUSED ON OUR PRESENT, 
LOOKING AHEAD TO OUR FUTURE” 

and appealing. The members of Westminster 
continued to give most generously. While there was 
the continued success of the Capital Campaign, 
there was also the continued support of normal 
church operations. With all the changes in the 
church building, 2017 was a year of transition. At 
times there may have been a sense of displacement, 
but there was also a sense of settling back to a “new 
normal.” 

Mission partnerships continued their work with 
several local organizations and with global 
missionaries, and extended special dispensation for 
Cathy Chang’s work fighting human trafficking and 
for Michael Ludwig’s project aimed at improving 
sanitation and water sources in Niger. Also, 
Westminster’s Mission Partnerships Committee 
discussed how to engage with Foster Care services  
around Bay County and beyond, and presented an 
opportunity for education and engagement for the 
Westminster church family on June 25 following 
worship. There were presentations from area foster 
care organizations (both governmental and faith-
based), former foster children, and even members of 
Westminster who have been foster parents.  

Additionally, in 2017, the personnel committee hired 
Nikelle Johnson as Westminster’s Christian Education 
and Youth Director. VBS continued to be highly 
attended and the children were highly engaged and 
inspired.   

2018 
In 2018, after years of planning and almost two years 
of construction, the Capital Campaign officially 
came to a close. The congregation reached their goal 
to provide a hospitable, safe, dry and appealing 
church home for current members at the time and for 
future generations. Mission partnerships continued to 
work with local and global organizations to “share 
God and humanity, sharing the love of Jesus through 
faith, hope, and love…”  Distinctively, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church received the Rescue Ministries 

of Mid-Michigan’s Samaritan Award. The property 
committee continued to make updates and repairs to 
the church. They also managed the use of the 
building by many organizations that utilize the 
church building on a routine basis. Westminster 
continued involvement in a cooperative learning 
program with the Bay-Arenac ISD Living and 
Learning Center, which helps young adults with 
learning disabilities experience working in a real-
work environment. The young adults come to 
Westminster twice a week and help with cleaning 
and washing equipment. At the end of the school 
year, students used the fellowship hall at 
Westminster for their graduation dinner and dance. 

Toward the end of 2018, the congregation of 
Westminster faced uncertainty of their  future with 
the resignation of Rev. Matthew Schramm as he was 
called to Memorial Presbyterian Church in Midland, 
Michigan. Westminster acknowledged the gift it had 
been to have Pastor Matt, Dana, and their three 
daughters as part of the Westminster family for the 
past ten years. The church wished them tremendous 
success at Rev. Schramm’s new call. Many members 
of the Westminster family miss the Schramm family’s 
energy, joy, and enthusiasm and their musical and 
artistic talents, especially the Christmas program and 
Vacation Bible School sets, which brought joy to 
many children and adults. 

Westminster was now without a head pastor and was 
tasked with finding new pastoral leadership for the 
church. Staff members and church members stepped 
up to the plate to make sure the activities of the 
church still took place and that everything was as 
close to normal as possible. Pastor Linda, and several 
other local pastors led worship services each Sunday.  
Since then, Westminster continues to be inspiring, 
equipping, and it connects disciples for ministry 
locally in Bay City, the surrounding area and around 
the world. 

everyone. Additionally, we live stream our service 
each week on Facebook, and a DVD recording of 
the full service is shared with local nursing homes. 
Our worship services are filled with a variety of 
music from all ages. Westminster has a chancel choir 
for adults and a children’s choir. We also have a 4 
octave hand bell and chime choir, with participants 
from as young as 3 years old. Our church boasts a 
magnificent pipe organ that very recently went 
through a thorough refurbishment.   

Our Sunday morning service is bookended by 
several activities both before and after the service.  
Before the service, we provide weekly Bible study for 
adults, our Sunday School meets before worship, 
along with choir rehearsals and fellowship time.  
There is something for all ages on Sunday mornings.  
After services we have an additional fellowship time.  
Our hope during this time is to engage visitors and 
new faces. Westminster is known for its welcoming 
attitude.  

Throughout the week, you will find a wide array of 
activities going on in our church. In addition to 
opening our building for community organizations, 
we have strong, active participation in all our 
ministries. We have a group of Stephen Ministers 
available for our congregation; Westminster hosts a 
“Spirituality and Aging” group each month, which 
includes an afternoon with a light lunch and 
discussions on topics that interests our older 
members. Wednesday evenings host several youth 
activities including, choir practice for our youngest 
members, Club 345 (a youth group for 3rd, 4th, and 

5th graders), and Youth Groups for middle and high 
schoolers. We have active women’s Circles that meet 
regularly and host funeral dinners when needed. We 
have our Hearts and Hands Knitting Group that 
meets once a week to provide knitted items for local 
hospitals, nursing homes, and new mothers.  
According to our 2019 Congregational Survey, 95% 
of our members feel that their spiritual needs are met 
or mostly met, and we think it’s evident in the 
programs we offer for everyone at Westminster.      

While we do many things well, we realize we have 
challenges. We are an aging congregation with a 
small number of young married couples, with fewer 
children. We have very little diversity in our 
congregation. We have a fair sized debt from our 
recent Capital Campaign. However, after all of these 
years, a common theme emerges. The majority of our 
members feel a strong sense of belonging and 
purpose in our congregation. Our members feel a 
personal connection to the church and their fellow 
members. We’re active in both church and 
community events. With these attributes, coupled 
with the right leadership, we believe we can weather 
these challenges. We’re excited about what lies 
ahead in our next 150 years.     

It is difficult, in a concise manner, to paint a picture 
of who we are at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
but simply put, we are a small, but vibrant 
congregation, who is committed to living our 
mission statement each and every day.   



~ 9 ~~ 20 ~

“FOCUSED ON OUR PRESENT,  
LOOKING AHEAD TO OUR FUTURE”

HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF THE CHURCH TO PRESENT

2019 
In January of 2019, Westminster’s Ministry 
Information Form was completed and approved by 
the Session at their January meeting and then 
submitted online to the PCUSA, Church Leadership 
Connection website. Several months later, in May, 
the congregation welcomed Rev. Dr. T. Ewen 
Holmes, a Presbyterian minister for 37 years, to be 
Westminster’s interim pastor and he began leading 
worship on Sunday, May 12th. 

In the spring, the Presbyterian Women’s Association 
held a rummage sale and bake sale that raised just 
over $1,900. In June, Roar Vacation Bible School 
was a success with Nikelle Johnson, Westminster’s 
Christian Education Director, all staff members and 
several volunteers from the congregation. 

Westminster’s Mission Partnerships continued to 
support the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission that will 
soon be developing  a shelter for youth aged 12-17 
because emergency shelter services for youth do not 
exist in the area. Westminster also supports students 
at Alma College and recently made a generous 
donation to the Alma College Chapel. Baby blankets 
were also donated by Westminster to the local 
hospital, McLaren Bay Region. Furthermore, 
Westminster continues to support Michael and 
Rachel Ludwig, serving in Niger. 

Westminster has been fortunate to have a number of 
individuals who participate in a prayer chain through 

Wings of Prayer, to support those who are facing 
challenges such as health issues, family issues, job 
loss, etc. This prayer group continues to be a great 
support for the congregation. 

In October 2019, World Communion Sunday was 
celebrated with a food drive sponsored by the Crisis 
Committee to provide food for the food pantry to 
help community members that might otherwise 
struggle to put food on their tables.  Westminster also 
celebrated Children’s Sabbath during worship on 
October 20th. The congregation took up an offering 
that Sunday morning and collected over $1,500 that 
has gone toward the lunch debts of two local school 
districts.  Specifically, Westminster Presbyterian 
Church was recognized by the Board of Education of 
Essexville-Hampton Schools for helping to diminish 
the lunch debt in their school district. Sunday School 
offerings will go toward eliminating lunch debt right 
here in our local community. Soon after that, 
Blessings Sunday took place as the congregation 
worshipped and took their stewardship and turned it 
into blessings,  on October 27th with a 
"saladbration" following in Fellowship Hall. 

Most recently, the Session has chosen a Mission 
Study team to complete a Mission Study that is 
required by the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry.  
When the Mission Study is complete, a Pastor 
Nominating Committee will be elected. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church  
Our Next 150 Years

In August of 2015, Westminster Presbyterian Church 
celebrated its 150th anniversary. Beginning in 1865, 
we have served our membership and community; 
striving to share the love of Jesus Christ both within 
our walls and beyond. We spent a lot of time leading 
up to our celebratory year looking back at our past. It 
was a profound experience, reminding us of our 
lasting impact, full of wonderful memories and our 
strong sense of faith. After the celebrations ended, 
we couldn’t help but look toward our future.  Long 
overdue, we decided to embark on major capital 
improvements to our building. We termed the 
Capital Campaign as moving into “our next 150 
years.” With being only 4 years in, our next 
sesquicentennial is still in its infancy stages. With the 
departure of our head pastor in 2018, while difficult 
and heart-breaking for many of our members, 
provides our congregation the opportunity to set a 
course for what lies ahead. Where is God leading us?  
Who is he calling us to be? While we’re a 
congregation with a storied history we take great 
pride in, we are also excited to see what is next.   

While we are indeed open to new possibilities to 
exploring where God is leading us, we can’t help but 
focus on what we do well in the present. We have a 
strong commitment to our community, partnering 
with many organizations. Working with other local 
churches in Bay County, we host a weekly dinner for 
those in need in our area. We have a Food Pantry 
that is open to members of our community that need 
help with food and toiletries. We also put together 
over 100 Thanksgiving baskets each year, providing a 
full turkey dinner for families in our community. We 
also participate in Giving Tree through the Salvation 
Army, where members of our congregation buy 
Christmas gifts for those in need. For over 50 years, 

we’ve partnered with a local Boy Scout Troop #150.  
Westminster was instrumental in opening the Men’s 
Wing at the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission.  
Westminster was one of the first churches to join this 
campaign to build a wing for homeless men in our 
area and was supported by both funds from our 
church and individual members of our congregation. 
We open our building to the Bay County Literacy 
Council to provide a welcoming space for tutoring 
local school children. We partner with a cooperative 
learning program with the Bay-Arenac ISD Living 
and Learning Center. Twice weekly, young adults 
come to Westminster to help with light cleaning.  
These students learn skills to help them transition 
into the workforce and independent living.  At the 
end of their school year, the church hosts a 
graduation dinner and dance. We also open our 
building to various other groups in our area to use 
for meetings or a gathering place: the Lions Club, the 
Bay City Fireworks Festival Committee, Men of 
Music, TOPS, Disability Services of Mid-Michigan, 
and My Tempo Musical Therapy. 

In addition to our local community, we also partner 
and help the greater community. For decades we’ve 
supported missionaries around the globe. Currently 
we support Presbyterian Mission Co-workers 
Michael and Rachel Ludwig in Niger and Cathy 
Chang in the Philippines.  Several years ago, we sent 
a group from Westminster to Gambell, Alaska to help 
in the construction of their new church/community 
center.  

While helping others in need in our community and 
beyond is important to Westminster, we also fulfill a 
strong spiritual need for our congregation.  Our 
Sunday morning worship service is open to
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Bay City, Michigan is located on the Saginaw River 
in east central Michigan, about five miles south of 
Saginaw Bay and Lake Huron. It is part of what is 
often referred to as the Great Lakes Bay Region, or 
the Tri-Cities, comprised of Bay City, Midland, and 
Saginaw. Located within about 20 miles of one 
another, Interstate 75 and US-10 connect the three 
cities. I-75 is the primary route north and south 
allowing easy access to northern Michigan and 
larger cities to the south such as Detroit, Flint and 
Ann Arbor. 

Bay City is home to several global companies 
including: SC Johnson, General Motors Powertrain, 
Bay Cast, Mersen USA Bn, Dresco Service center, 
and Die Stampco. The largest employer is McLaren-
Bay Region which encompasses the local hospital 
and other medical facilities. The economic base 
consists of health care services, household products, 
automotive components, educational institutions, 
printing, and tool and die to name a few. 

Bay City is the largest city in Bay County with a 
population of over 30,000.  Comprised of smaller 
neighborhoods that were once villages such as 
Wenona, Banks and Salzburg, the city is intersected 
by the Saginaw River.  Bay County has a large 
agricultural influence with Michigan Sugar holding 
the ranks of the second largest employer in the 
county.  

Westminster Presbyterian Church-Bay City is located 
on the west side of the river at 103 E Midland St. The 
area is mixed-use with the local library across the 
street, the Midland Street business area to the east 
and residential neighbors to the north and south.  
The church recently celebrated 150 years of ministry 
starting in 1863 with 15 members. 

The Saginaw Valley was home to the Chippewa and 
Sauk Native American tribes. White settlers 

established a settlement in Saginaw in 1819. 
However, they discovered the shallow waters made 
it more difficult for ships to navigate. Bay City was 
originally known as “Lower Saginaw” and was first 
established in 1837 then incorporated in 1865.  By 
1860, it had become a bustling community with 
several mills and many small businesses in 
operation. The city was known for lumber mills and 
ship building. The early industrialists in the area used 
the Saginaw River as a convenient means to float 
lumber to the mills and factories and as a 
consequence amass large fortunes. Many of the 
beautiful homes that line Center Ave. were built 
during this era.  

Maintaining a population around 33,000 since the 
2010 census, Bay City has seen a decline in 
population due to work force reductions at auto 
manufacturing plants and the industries that support 
them. Health care and service-based businesses have 
seen the most growth. 

Today you will find one of Michigan’s “Cool Cities”, 
as defined by Governor Granholm in 2004, with a 
revitalization of the downtown area. Along the river 
front you will find condominiums, restaurants and a 
variety of shopping experiences. Historic buildings 
are being restored by developers to honor the history 
of the city while making way for new businesses. 

More than 32% of the adult residents of the Great 
Lakes Bay Region have earned a college degree. 
Higher education opportunities are near with Delta 
College in Bay County, Saginaw Valley State 
University in Saginaw County and Northwood 
University in Midland county.  

Two large parks, Wenonah Park (east) and Veterans 
Park (west) on the river host an assortment of events. 
Whether holding the St Patrick’s Day parade or 
Fireworks Festival in July there are plenty of 

TESTIMONIALS



~ 11 ~~ 18 ~

DEMOGRAPHICS/STATISTICS OF THE CHURCH  
AND THE CITY OF BAY CITY

TESTIMONIALS

opportunities to enjoy the city.  

Many of our citizens enjoy being active both indoors and out. Easy access to the Saginaw Bay is perfect for 
fishing or a cruise on your boat. The Bay City State Park and Tobico Marsh provide opportunities to camp or just 
enjoy a day in the woods. Take a walk or ride on the rail trail that travels through the city and to outlying areas. 
You can join the Dow Bay Area Family Y or participate in activities at the Community Center throughout the 
year. 
https://www.gogreat.com/cities/bay-city/ 

STATISTICS 
Current population (2018 US Census Est.) 
Bay City 33,019 
Bay County 104,239 

RACIAL DEMOGRAPHICS FOR BAY CITY 
84% Caucasian 
8.9% Hispanic 
3.2% Black/African 
3% Other 

MEDIAN AGE IS 37 YEARS WITH THE FOLLOWING BREAKDOWN 
24 & Under  11,036 
25 – 44  8,916 
45 – 54  4,325 
55 – 64  4,657 
65 & Over  4,802 

The estimated median per capita income is $36,263 and median gross rent is $581.  

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/baycitycitymichigan 

https://www.baycitymi.org/210/City-of-Bay-City-Demographics 

https://www.baycitymi.org/DocumentCenter/View/171/Demographics-Details-PDF

https://www.gogreat.com/cities/bay-city/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/baycitycitymichigan
https://www.baycitymi.org/210/City-of-Bay-City-Demographics
https://www.baycitymi.org/DocumentCenter/View/171/Demographics-Details-PDF
https://www.gogreat.com/cities/bay-city/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/baycitycitymichigan
https://www.baycitymi.org/210/City-of-Bay-City-Demographics
https://www.baycitymi.org/DocumentCenter/View/171/Demographics-Details-PDF
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Westminster Presbyterian Church has been blessed by the generosity of our congregation for many, many years.  
The Session, along with our Finance and Stewardship Ministries, have consistently shown their desire to be 
good stewards as we have taken on many large-scale projects over the last decade while continuing and even 
expanding on programing and mission giving. 

The graph below, can give a misleading picture of Westminster’s giving patterns over the last ten years, showing 
contributions declining. However, in 2016, the church embarked on a three-year, $1.7 million-dollar, Capital 
Campaign for much needed repairs and renovations to our facility. Our congregation blessed us with pledges 
and donations that totaled over one million dollars, thereby requiring the church to borrow only $744,473.80.  
Today, nearly 4 years after the start of the campaign, we currently owe $566,366.59. Pledges to the campaign 
continue to come in, and coupled with our endowment income, enable Westminster to make loan payments 
without using other contributions, or disrupting normal operations for the next several years.  

Of the 247 Active Households at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
217, or 87%, of our families give financially to the church.

Westminster Presbyterian Church Total Contributions 2009-2019
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With the capital campaign ending in 2018, giving in 2019 continues to be very similar to the “pre-campaign” 
years prior to 2016.  

In addition to our yearly contributions, Westminster has three endowments and several investments that 
generate income for the church. We have an education endowment, with the interest used to help fund Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible School, and other educational endeavors. Two other endowments, without 
restrictions, are used to pay down the capital improvement debt. Our other investments are, to-date, not used 
for normal church operations.  Interest and gains are reinvested.   

The following page gives a 5-year snapshot of Westminster’s income and expenses. Mission is a high priority for 
our church, with 10% of our designated pledges going towards the Mission Ministry, in addition to other 
designated gifts to various mission needs.        
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The continued annual support from Westminster Presbyterian is 
instrumental in our ability to provide free-of-charge services to 
victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. Annual gifts are 
the life blood of our organization as they truly allow us to change 
lives every day. We are only able to offer critical programs and 
services to survivors because of the support of the community. 
Westminster Presbyterian Church is a shining example of 

dedication. Through your donations, we are one step closer to fulfilling our mission of 
eliminating domestic and sexual violence in our community. We are incredibly 
appreciative of the support provided by the Westminster Presbyterian Church. 
  
Lindsay Maynard Richardson 
Director of Development 
Bay Area Women’s Center 
989.686.2251 
989.686.0906 fax 

Westminster Presbyterian Church Income and Expenses 2015-2019
INCOME 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015

   Unrestricted Contributions

       Pledges $	307,952.86 $	298,434.04 $	 288,490.03 $	305,108.50 $	290,761.81

       Donations/Loose Collection $	 28,592.07 $	 46,324.69 $	 71,796.62 $	 58,757.47 $	 74,948.43

   Subtotal Unrestricted Contributions $336,554.93 $344,758.73 $ 360,286.65 $363,865.97 $365,710.24

   Designated Contributions

      Programs $	 18,612.51 $	 19,895.38 $	 17,138.04 $	 11,209.93 $	 5,634.65

      Mission $	 35,096.95 $	 32,504.56 $	 27,143.13 $	 32,401.00 $	 45,602.54

      Property $	 28,808.20 $	 31,791.87 $	 27,911.75 $	 27,562.34 $	 44,836.44

          Capital Campaign $	 56,754.61 $	151,613.43 $	 341,431.94 $	523,637.68 $	146,878.61

          Rental Income $	 11,700.00 $	 6,650.00

      Memorials and Other $	 6,691.00 $	 5,384.00 $	 5,178.94 $	 6,918.00 $	 6,043.00

      Investment Income $	 55,743.74 $	 244.64 $	 39,693.11 $	 22,716.69 $	 7,305.79

   Subtotal Designated Contributions $	213,407.01 $	248,083.88 $	 458,496.91 $	624,445.64 $	256,301.03

TOTAL INCOME $549,961.94 $592,842.61 $ 818,783.56 $988,311.61 $622,011.27

EXPENSES

   Programs $	 41,052.57 $	 51,970.30 $	 56,632.30 $	 43,641.34 $	 38,651.36

   Mission $	 53,241.13 $	 50,804.89 $	 51,928.58 $	 54,808.11 $	 67,319.93

   Property $	 63,841.31 $	 79,275.90 $	 96,982.23 $	 64,915.91 $	 67,440.62

       Capital Campaign $	 71,312.64 $	 1,418,857.84 $	216,139.21 $	 31,709.08

       Interest Expense $	 21,603.93 $	 25,734.86 $	 18,142.52

   Administration $	 23,050.78 $	 20,621.04 $	 17,246.06 $	 16,458.50 $	 21,263.33

       Personnel $	229,935.60 $	258,062.88 $	 264,923.41 $	246,369.25 $	229,365.57

TOTAL EXPENSES $432,725.32 $557,782.51 $ 1,924,712.94 $642,332.32 $455,749.89

http://www.bawc-mi.org/
http://www.bawc-mi.org/

