
 GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   

PRELUDE  

WESTMINSTER AT WORK 

†CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: In the prayers and the praise, in the words and the 

wonder: 
People: We are given enough joy to live each day. 
Leader: In the justice for the oppressed, in the unexpected 

generosity for the lost: 
People: We are given enough compassion to use in 

service each day. 
Leader: In the promises made to all, in the mercy offered 

to each: 
People: We are given enough grace to share each day. 
Leader: Come, let us worship God. 
People: Let us worship God together. 

Westminster At Worship 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 27, 2020       10:30 a.m. 
Please silence your cell phones prior to entering the sanctuary. 
†Those who are able to stand may do so 



CALL TO CONFESSION  
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, we thank you for your patience with us. Yet 
we ask you to challenge us, too. When we become 
complacent, or when we are not sure what to say or 
do, give us courage to speak out and stand up for what 
is right. When we want to turn away from being 
loving, just, and fair, bring us back to that. Shape us 
into your people: loved, forgiven, and called to do and 
say what is right. 

Hear us now, O Lord, as we come to you in silent 
confession. 

DECLARATION OF PARDON 
Friends hear and believe the good news of the Gospel; 
We are saved by grace through faith. In Jesus Christ we 

are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

MUSIC                         “Oh, So Kind” 
                                 Jan Witucki, harp 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 



RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER 
Congregational Welcome 

With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you to share 
with us in the ministry of Christ, as expressed in and 
through Westminster Presbyterian Church, for we 
are all one in him. 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

Old Testament Reading 
Psalm 78:1-4,12-16 (NRSV) 

God’s Goodness and Israel’s Ingratitude 
A Maskil of Asaph. 

1  

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 

    incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2  

I will open my mouth in a parable; 

    I will utter dark sayings from of old, 

3  

things that we have heard and known, 

    that our ancestors have told us. 

4  



We will not hide them from their children; 

    we will tell to the coming generation 

the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, 

    and the wonders that he has done. 

12  
In the sight of their ancestors he worked marvels 
    in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan. 

13  
He divided the sea and let them pass through it, 

    and made the waters stand like a heap. 
14  

In the daytime he led them with a cloud, 
    and all night long with a fiery light. 

15  
He split rocks open in the wilderness, 

    and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep. 
16  

He made streams come out of the rock, 
    and caused waters to flow down like rivers. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 

Matthew 21:28-32 (NRSV) 
The Parable of the Two Sons 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to 

the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 

today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 



mind and went. 30 The father[a] went to the second and 

said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 

go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 

said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 

God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after 

you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe 

him.” 

SERMON                    “A Tale of Two Brothers” 
                                 Rev. Dr. Ewen Holmes 

†AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   
— New Creed of 1968 from the United Church of Canada 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in 
God: who has created and is creating, who has come 
in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make 
new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We 
trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to 
celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in 
Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and 
resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our 
judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A28-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23855a


death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to 
God. 

MUSIC             “What Wondrous Love is This” 
         Dawn Auger, Judy Harrelson, and Nikelle Johnson 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever, Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 

†DOXOLOGY                                                         OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of love, for all you have given, we give you thanks. 

May this offering be but one expression of those 
thanks. May these gifts, as well as our lives, be 
engaged in your mission and witness: extending mercy, 
doing justice, deepening community, all for the sake of 
Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

MUSIC             “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 
             Dawn Auger, Judy Harrelson, and Nikelle Johnson 

CHARGE  

BENEDICTION 

MINISTERS                                      All the People 
TRANSITIONAL PASTOR                    Rev. Dr. Ewen Holmes 
PARISH ASSOCIATE                                Rev. Linda Williams 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR          Nikelle Johnson 
NURSERY SUPERVISOR                                 Elaine Edwards  
CHOIR DIRECTOR                                            Dawn Auger 
HAND BELL DIRECTOR                                 Peggy Hanson 
ORGANIST                                                        Wendy Tally 
TREASURER                                             Heather Heidtman 
CUSTODIAN                                                   Harold Miller 
SECURETARY                                                 Judy Harrelson 
CCLI License #2328090 



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

PRAYERS of the congregation are extended to the family and friends 
of Gloria Bublitz. Gloria passed away on Saturday, September 19, 
2020. A funeral and committal service took place at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church on Friday, September 25, 2020 with Rev. Linda 
Williams officiating. 

PRAYERS of the congregation are extended to the family and friends 
of Jim Belknap. Jim passed away on Thursday, September 24, 2020. 
No funeral or memorial service is being planned at this time. 

FLOWERS TODAY are in memory of Elizabeth Rowley, given by her 
family. 

FLOWERS TODAY are in celebration of Bill and Marie Capp’s 50th 
wedding anniversary and in celebration of Chad and Alison Capp’s 
11th wedding anniversary. 

NEW MEMBER: A special welcome to the new member joining our 
congregation today! Sherry Tucker is being received by 
Reaffirmation of Faith.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: The Bible study on the Book of James 
will meet via Zoom on Thursdays beginning at 7:00 p.m. Any 
questions regarding the class or for Zoom information, contact Rev. 
Linda at 989-686-1360 or email at parishassoc@wpcbc.org. 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: TODAY following worship, there will be an 
opportunity to gather on the north lawn after worship. We have all 
been craving fellowship. We will be serving coffee, cider, and 
donuts. There will be distanced seating and a tent in case of rain. 
Come to  10:30 a.m. worship and stay for fellowship, or just come 
at around 11:30 a.m. to the north lawn (Vermont Street). Future 
outdoor fellowship will be held on October 4, 11, and 18. 

mailto:parishassoc@wpcbc.org


THE BOOK CLUB will meet Tuesday, October 27 at 6:00 p.m. via 
Zoom. We will discuss the book “The Invention of Wings” by Sue 
Monk Kidd. Books are available at church this month. They are 
located in the church office for check-out and can be picked up 
during regular business hours or on Sunday before or after worship.  

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE (PNC): Check out a PNC 
video update on the front page of Westminster’s website, 
wpcbc.org. This video was also posted to Facebook (Westminster 
Presbyterian Church - Bay City) on Wednesday, September 9. 

JOIN US AND LIVE STREAM ON FACEBOOK: Westminster 
Presbyterian Church - Bay City. 

LIVE STREAM ON YOUTUBE: Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Live Stream. 

http://wpcbc.org


This Week at Westminster 

Today, Sunday, September 27, 2020  
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 
11:30 a.m.  Outdoor Fellowship (Along Vermont Street) 

        
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 

Flexible Time   Spirituality of Aging (material is available      
  through Rev. Linda.) 

Thursday, October 1, 2020  
 7:00 p.m.     Adult Faith Formation - Book of James Bible Study 

(via Zoom) 

Next Sunday, October 6, 2020  
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 
11:30 a.m.  Outdoor Fellowship (Along Vermont Street) 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
103 E. Midland Street 
Bay City, MI 48706 

989-686-1360 
email: office@wpcbc.org 

website: wpcbc.org

Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
lunch 12:00 -1:00 p.m. 

Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

mailto:office@wpcbc.org
http://wpcbc.org



