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THE WESTMINSTER LOG

WORSHIP AT WESTMINSTER 

While we have resumed in-person worship, we 
want to remind those of you who wish to continue 
to worship from home that there are a few ways to 
join us: 
  
From Facebook: 
Find our Facebook page:  Westminster 
Presbyterian Church-Bay City 
(You do not have to be a member of Facebook to 
see our page and view our videos.)  
  
From our Webpage: 
Go to our website www.wpcbc.org  and view our 
live-streamed services via YouTube.  
Online bulletins are available too!  
  
Zoom Meetings for Phone: 
New!  If you do not have access to a computer or 
smart phone you can call into Zoom and listen to 
our services each Sunday.  

  Dial: (312) 626-6799 
  Or toll free, if dialing from a landline: 
  877-853-5257 or 888-475-4499 

  Enter meeting ID: 848 4910 0436 

  Passcode: 1865103 
  The ID and passcode will stay the same each 

week.  (When asked for a participant ID, just hit 
the # key.) 

WESTMINSTER ’S 
COVID-STYLE SUPER BOWL 

2021 RECIPES 

This year’s annual Souper 
Bowl of Caring was held 
virtually on Sunday, 
February 7, 2021. We 
asked you to share soup 
recipes with us, and 
several of you did! Thank 
you! Those tasty recipes 
begin on page 9.

Beloved Partners in Ministry,  

I want to begin by saying 
“Thank You!” In a season where 
a global pandemic has made 
everything more difficult, my 
family’s transition to Bay City 
and Westminster have gone 
about as well as we could have 
hoped. We have felt a warm 
welcome from the church and 
are looking forward to meeting 

more new church friends in the coming weeks and 
months. I know that the church has been doing all that it 
can to keep the church family connected during a time 
when we cannot gather in many of the ways we are used 
to.  

As we begin our journey together as pastor and 
congregation, we find ourselves in the middle of our 
Lenten journey. Lent is a season that asks us to look 
inward, reflecting on our lives as we journey with Jesus 
and his disciples toward the cross on Good Friday.  

For many people, Lent is a time of personal sacrifice. 
Some people choose to give up something for the forty 
days of lent as a way of fasting. When accompanied by 
prayer and reflection, this is a great way to prepare 
ourselves for Holy Week. For others, Lent can be a time 
to take something up, to add a new spiritual practice, to 
perform acts of service, or another form of personal 
devotion. However you decide to observe Lent 
individually, we are all on this journey together as we 
grow as a community and seek to be better disciples of 
Jesus.  

Journeying together can be hard to do when we do not 
know each other very well! Most of you in the 
Westminster family are well acquainted with one 
another, but perhaps have felt some distance during the 
last year with fewer opportunities to worship together or 
gather in groups. I know that the church officers and 
others have done an excellent job in staying connected 
with many of you, but perhaps there are church friends  

continued on page 1 

LENT

Season of Lent
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March

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 
Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

website: wpcbc.org 

Join us on Facebook 
Westminster Presbyterian Church - Bay City

*Birthdays listed are for our 75+ Members

7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

7:00 p.m. Deacon Meeting 

6:00 p.m. Spiritual Growth 1:00 p.m. The Wired Word 
Bible Study via Zoom 

8:00 p.m. Worship 
Meeting 

5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 
at Messiah Lutheran 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 

1:00 p.m. The Wired 
Word Bible Study 
via Zoom 

5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 
at Messiah Lutheran 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 

1:00 p.m. The Wired 
Word Bible Study 
via Zoom 

6:00 p.m. Finance Meeting 

Happy Birthday 
Dianne Young 
Elizabeth Dore 
Kenneth Lange 

Colleen Schmidt 

5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 
at Messiah Lutheran 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 

10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Personnel 

1:00 p.m. The Wired Word 
Bible Study via Zoom 

6:00 p.m. Property  
Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Mission Meeting 

5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 
at Messiah Lutheran 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

6:00 p.m. Book Club via 
Zoom 

7:00 p.m. Deborah Circle 
Meeting via Zoom 

http://wpcbc.org


18 NOTES

Treasurer’s  
Report  

Building Improvement Fund 
December Balance: 

$26,231.75 
January Income: 

$582.00 
January Expense: 

$0.00 
January Balance: 

$26,813.75 

Operating Fund 
January Income: 

$60,809.04 
January Expense: 

$25,232.72 

Major Repairs Fund 
$39,652.95 

Capital Campaign Fund 
January Income: 

$4,354.65 
Jan. Interest Expense: 

$1,386.92 
Loan Balance at end of Jan. 

$429,785.42 

Donate online at  
www.wpcbc.org

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021 

Thank you to Rev. Jamie Milton and all the staff members who made the 
drive-through imposition of Ashes possible on Ash Wednesday. It was a 
success! 

Thank you to Chris Elzinga for the use of his ice fishing shanty for warmth. 
A big thank you also goes to Tom Tolles who made the beautiful wooden 
crosses that were distributed. Some are still available in the church office.

“Lord God, giver of our every breath, as we begin 
our Lenten journey, send your Holy Spirit to blow 
the dust off whatever in or around us needs new 
life. Remind us of our limits so that we will once 
again experience your limitless power. May the 
ashes on our foreheads prompt us to live our lives 
in the shape of the cross so that even when the 
ashes have been washed away, others will see in us 
the face of Christ. Amen.” 

Prayers of the congregation are 
extended to the family and friends of 
Robert Hanson. Robert passed away 

on Saturday, February 20, 2021.

Dear Friends of Westminster: 

Thank you for welcoming us to Bay City! We 
are excited to be here and looking forward to 
beginning our ministry together. Thank you for 
the gift cards; they were just what we needed 
in our first few days here. 

                                    Blessings — 

Pastor Jamie & Family

continued from front page 

that you miss that you have not 
had the opportunity to connect 
with recently. Perhaps a Lenten 
practice for you could be to 
make contact once a week or so 
with someone from the church 
family you have not talked to in 
a while, or maybe someone you 
may not know at all!  

I am excited to be on this 
journey with you all and look 
forward to getting to know all of 
you, my fellow partners in 
ministry. I will do my best to 
actively meet you, but I will also 
encourage you to reach out to 
me! Send me an email, give me 
a call, if you feel comfortable, 
meet me for lunch at the church 
and we can sit at separate tables 
and get to know one another. 
Some of you serve on 
committees or ministry teams, 
and I look forward to meeting 

you as a part of those meetings. 
If you attend in-person worship, 
tell me your name (again and 
again) as you enter or leave 
worship. When we do get a few 
moments to talk, please share 
with me: things I can be in 
prayer for, things about your 
church that you love, things 
about your city that you love 
(especially places to eat and 
things to do)!  

I know that your church has 
been praying for the Pastoral 
Nominating Committee and for 
a prospective new pastor. Please, 
continue to pray for me and for 
my family, as I promise to pray 
for you as we now journey 
together growing as disciples of 
Christ.  

In Christ’s peace,  

Pastor Jamie Milton  

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2021

With Sympathy

ROBERT HANSON

GREG KISH

Prayers of the congregation are 
extended to the family and friends of 

Greg Kish. Greg passed away on 
Tuesday, February 23, 2021.

http://www.wpcbc.org


LENTEN BIBLE STUDY2

THURSDAYS AT 7:00 P.M. VIA ZOOM 

Jill Duffield writes in the Introduction to her book, 
“God works through the ordinary. Ordinary people, 
everyday object, things we bump up against 
moment by moment…God goes to great lengths to 
communicate with people, sending Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, to unmistakably tell human beings 
about salvation, grace, and reconciliation. People of 
faith report epiphanies, revelations of God’s word to 
them, sometimes in miraculous ways, but often and 
also through the mundane made holy due to timing 
and perception…the note from a friend arrived with 
just the right words and other similar personal 
examples.” 

“Often it is in hindsight that God’s providence 
becomes recognizable and events previously 
considered mundane become evidence of God’s 
presence and work in our lives. The questions for us 
becomes: Do we have the eyes to see God’s near 
presence? Do we have the ears to hear the word of 
the Lord’s, spoken in a multitude of ways and 
languages? Will we open ourselves to the holy not 
only in heaven but also on earth and right in from of 
us? Can everyday objects remind us to stay awake 
and pay attention?” 
  
“This 40-Day Lenten devotional invites readers to 
open themselves to the kingdom of God, which is 
close at hand and in our midst. The days of Lent 
beckon us to a nearer following of Jesus and an 
awakening to the work of the Spirit in our lives and 
in the world. Each week the book highlights an 
object, something we encounter in our daily living 

— things like coins, 
shoes, and crosses — 
and asks us to 
consider through 
these objects the 
possibility, the 
promise, that God is 
present, speaking, 
seeking to be in 
relationship with 
us.”  
  
The format of this 
Bible study will be 
similar to our recent 
Advent study (An Uncluttered 
Heart). There will be a brief Bible passage reading 
for each day, along with a brief devotional reading 
and questions that encourage both private reflection 
and weekly discussion when we gather on Thursday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
  
Some of you may recognize (Rev. Dr.) Jill Duffield’s 
name — she has been the Editor of Presbyterian 
Outlook for five years, and in December of 2020 
she became Sr Pastor at First Presbyterian Church in 
Greensboro, NC.   

The book is available in the church office (donation 
appreciated). Study materials are also emailed out in 
advance earlier in the week. We will continue to 
meet via Zoom for the Thursday evening Bible study. 
If you have any questions and/or would like to be 
added to the email list, please call Rev. Linda 
686-1360 X2.  

Westminster’s courtyard is always 
beautiful during the summer 
months. The courtyard was not 
maintained last year because of 
COVID-19 (nobody could be here 
to enjoy it anyway!), but this year 
we plan to beautify it once again. 
We do need volunteers to help 
maintain it (watering and weeding). 
If you are willing to help out, please 
give the church office a call at 
686-1360. Thank you!Westminster’s Courtyard

Squash Soup         Bonnie Marsh   
2 # butternut, peeled and cubed   1 ½ C. onion 
2-3 carrots      3 Cans chicken stock 
2 T. butter      1 C. cream 

Roast vegetables and some Granny Smith apple after coating in olive oil, salt and pepper for about 
45 minutes at 425º for a heartier flavor. 
Combine vegetables in chicken stock. Cook for 40 minutes until tender. Puree. Stir in butter and 
cream. Use scallions, toasted cashews or diced banana as condiments.

Creamy Veggie Soup        Nancy Dobson   
3 cups low fat milk     2 tbsp butter 
1 small chopped/diced onion (about 1 cup) 1 can (14 ½ oz) chicken broth 
1 large potato, peeled and cut into ½ inch cubes (about 1 ½-2 cups) 
1 ½ to 2 cups thinly sliced carrots 
2 cups (nearly) small broccoli florets or cut fresh or frozen green beans 
1 ½ tsp salt      ¼ tsp pepper 
1/3 cup all-purpose flour    ¼ cup parmesan or cheddar cheese 

Melt butter in a saucepan over medium heat. Add onion; cook 5 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Add broth, potato and carrots; bring to a boil over high heat. Reduce heat; simmer uncovered 5 
minutes. Add broccoli (or green bean substitute), salt and pepper; cook 5 minutes. Then place flour 
in a medium bowl, gradually add milk, mixing well and stirring. Add milk mixture to soup; bring heat 
to simmer, stir and cook uncovered 5 minutes or until vegetables are tender and soup has 
thickened. Serves about 6. Note: If in a hurry, can use precut or thawed vegetables to make this 
tasty soup.

Cauliflower Soup         Bonnie Marsh   
1 head cauliflower     3 T. olive oil 
Salt       1 medium onion chopped 
2 cloves minced garlic    4 C. chicken stock 
2 T. butter      ½ tsp. nutmeg 

Cut cauliflower into bite-size florets. Toss cauliflower with oil and salt until evenly coated. Arrange in 
single layer on baking sheet and bake 425° for 25-35 minutes, tossing halfway until caramelized on 
edges. Sauté onion in oil in soup pot until softened. Add garlic for about 30 seconds Add broth, 
nutmeg and cauliflower. Bring to boil and then summer for about 20 minutes. Use an emersion 
blender when soup has cooled. Salt to taste. Serve with a dollop of sour cream, scallions and a 
dusting of nutmeg.

Sour Cream Potato Soup         Alma Watton   
1/4 lb. bacon, diced     3 cups water 
1 med. onion, diced     2 cups chicken broth 
2 stalks celery, diced    4 large potatoes 
2 tbsp. flour      1 1/2 cups sour cream 
salt & pepper      optional: diced carrot   

Cook the bacon pieces in a heavy soup pot until they start to brown. Add the onion and celery and 
cook until just soft. Sprinkle in the flour and cook for 3 minutes. Add the water and broth. Add the 
potatoes and slowly bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer until the potatoes are soft (about 30-40 
minutes). In a separate bowl, ladle in 2 cups of soup broth. Whisk the sour cream into broth until 
blended. Whisk the mixture back into the soup. Heat for 3 minutes longer. Adjust seasonings.



3ADULT FAITH FORMATION

SPIRITUALITY OF AGING 
On the Brink of Everything: 

Grace, Gravity, and Getting Old 
by Parker Palmer 

Chapter Four: Work and Vocation 

Palmer begins this chapter: “Naming the jobs by 
which we make a living is not the same as naming 
the vocation by which we make meaning…as we 
grow older, it’s important to be clear about the 
difference between a job and a vocation. Too many 
older folks, especially men, fall into despair when 
their jobs end, because they lose not only their 
primary source of income but their sense of identity 
as well. They had a job to make their living, but they 
didn’t have a vocation to make meaning of their 
lives, the kind of vocation a person can pursue to the 
end.” Palmer then goes on to write lovingly about his 
grandfather who taught him about following his 
passion for creativity and “making things” until the 
end. These “things” (baskets, carvings) continue to 
inspire Palmer in his aging and quest for meaning. 
   
In this session we will explore ideas such as the 
importance of curiosity, of being a life-long learner, 
and of being a “re-writer.” More often than Palmer 
would like to admit: “I’ve forgotten lessons learned 
and had to start over from scratch, relearning what I 
thought I knew. One advantage of age is the chance 

it gives us to learn and 
relearn — re-write, if you 
will — until we truly 
know.” Palmer sees 
powerful parallels 
between composing 
sentences, paragraphs, 
essays, and books with 
“composing a 
life.” “With every move 
we make...we’re dictating the next few lines 
of the text called our lives, composing as we go. 
How we “write our lives” matters and with each step 
we take toward death, our capacity to edit the lives 
we’ve written matters even more.” 
  
If these ideas pique your curiosity, join us in March 
as we explore how we have and how we are re-
writing our lives in our search for meaning. Please 
contact Rev. Linda at the church office 686-1360 or 
by email parishassoc@wpcbc.org if you have 
questions or would like to join in, even if for just this 
month. 
  
We are hoping that in just a couple of months — 
perhaps the end of May — we will be able to fling 
open the doors and windows of Fellowship Hall, and 
once again meet over a bag lunch while we enjoy 
our summer movie series.  

CURRENT EVENTS DISCUSSION VIA ZOOM 
Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. 

— A Place Where Faith and Current Events Intersect — 

The Wired Word continues to meet weekly via Zoom on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. Our discussions 
are a good blend of current events that also trigger great faith and Bible reflection and discussion. A few of our 
recent discussions include: Columnist’s Caricature of Others Thrown off Balance by ‘Aggressive Niceness’; 
‘Here Are Your Gods’ Book Release Connects Idol Worship in Bible Times to Idolatry Today; Inaugural Poet 
Offers Hopeful Challenge to America… to name a few.  

The news always raises questions about what we think and believe and gives us an opportunity to reflect on 
some of life’s big questions, as well as reflecting on a variety of Bible passages from the Old and New 
Testaments that are relevant to the topic at hand.   

Remember, if you are interested in just one week’s topic, and not another week’s, you are always welcome to 
drop-in for that week. Or if you just want a copy of the week’s discussion materials, please contact Rev. Linda 
either by email (parishassoc@wpcbc.org) or phone (686-1360 x2). To receive a Zoom invitation for the week’s 
gathering please contact Rev. Linda. 

Slow-Cooker Three-Bean Chili       Leanor Robinson   
1 can (15 oz) black beans, rinsed/drained 1 can (15.5 oz) garbanzo beans rinsed/drained 
1 can (16 oz) kidney beans, rinsed/drained 1 cup dried lentils (8 oz), sorted and rinsed 
1 large vegetarian vegetable or chicken bouillon cube, crumbled 
1 envelope (1.25 oz) chili seasoning mix  3 or 4 cups water 
1 can (10 oz) diced tomatoes and mild green chilies, undrained 
1 can (15 oz) tomato sauce 

Mix all ingredients except tomatoes and tomato sauce in 3 to 4 quart slow cooker. 
Cover and cook on low heat setting 8 to 10 hours. Stir in tomatoes and tomato sauce. Increase heat 
setting to high. Cover and cook 5 minutes or until heated through.

Vegetable Beef Barley Soup       Nancy Dobson   
Simmer 1 cup barley in hot water until soft. 
Then cook about 2 lbs of beef shanks, stew meat or beef roast. Cut or shred cooled cooked beef 
into spoon sized pieces. Put beef in large soup pot. Add the following ingredients: 
1 16oz. bag of frozen mixed vegetables  2 cups thinly chopped carrots 
2 cups diced onions     2 cups diced celery 
1 15oz. can diced tomatoes 
Stir and mix beef and vegetables. Then add seasoning: 
2 tbsp salt      2 tbsp parsley 
1 tbsp powdered bay leaf. 
Then add 2 boxes of beef broth. Stir and mix well. Drain soften barley and add to soup mixture. Stir 
well. Bring entire mixture just to a brief 3 minute boil, then reduce heat down to simmer for 1 hour 
minimum before serving.

Baked Potato Soup         Pam Monville   
Cook in microwave until done, 4-5 baking potatoes, scoop out insides. In a large saucepan, melt 1/2 
stick of butter, add 1/3 cup of flour. Slowly stir in 4 cups of whole milk. Cook on medium heat until 
thickened. Add salt, pepper 1/4 cup bacon pieces, 1 cup cheddar cheese and stir in potatoes. Add 
8oz of sour cream and reheat. Serve topped with bacon pieces and cheese. Optional: add green 
onions to top and in soup.

Potato Chowder         Leanor Robinson   
2 tablespoons butter    1 onion, diced 
1 stalk celery, diced     2 tablespoons flour 
2 cups Chicken broth    2 cups milk 
3 med. potatoes, peeled & diced 
1 ½ cup mashed potatoes ( I used Idahoan mashed potato mix) 
parsley, chopped     salt and pepper to taste 

Melt the butter in a soup pot. Add the celery and onion. Cook until just soft. Sprinkle on the flour and 
cook for 3 minutes. Add the broth, milk and potatoes. Simmer until the potatoes are soft (about 45 
minutes). Whisk in the mashed potatoes. Check the seasonings. Serve warm, garnished with 
chopped parsley.

mailto:parishassoc@wpcbc.org
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Each month the Spiritual 
Growth Committee will share in 

the Log a few thoughts on the 
journey of grief that we all 

experience. We hope these brief 
thoughts will be of help and 

support to all. 

“What matters is not what life 
does to you but rather what you 
do with what life does to you.” 

Edgar Jackson 

Everyone grieves alone. No one 
else has had the relationship to 
that special person we once did. 
When we began the relationship 
— be it friend, spouse, child, 
sibling, or someone else — we 
didn’t know how long it would 
last, we couldn’t see the 
laughter and tears, angry 
exchanges and moments of 
reconciliation. We shared the 
adventure of life with our loved 
one. How closely we 
experienced things together is 
almost beside the point, we had 
a shared experience, and when 
we no longer have this person in 
our life because they have died, 
we cannot recreate that unique 
joint experience with someone 
else. When we love, we love 
each person with a different 
chamber of the heart. When we 
lose someone, we have an 
empty space that is specifically 
shaped by just us two. We 
grieve alone because no one 
else had exactly what we had. 
They had something special 
unto themselves. We had 
something different. 

As we mourn a loss individually 
and, during this pandemic, in 
much greater isolation, we have 

an opportunity to relearn 
ourselves. To re-imagine our 
relationship, view with fresh 
eyes our memories of moments 
together. The good, the bad, and 
the ugly, from that place of 
separation, a distance due to an 
event beyond our control that 
we could not stop no matter 
how or what we tried. 

We gain new perspective on not 
just the final days of life, but all 
the days before that. We revisit 
those times we had together and 
we retell those stories with a 
softer definition, a more amused 
point of view, cherishing the 
good moments, learning from 
the more difficult moments and 
reshaping ourselves based on 
recollection. How we re-
envision ourselves through grief 
is not a one-time event, it is a 
new path that has never been 
seen. You make it up as you go. 
You are going on this voyage of 
discovery by yourself. Do you 
want to journal, write poems, 
cry in the shower? Go ahead. 
Do you want to paint a room, 
lay on the couch in your PJs, 
watch all the sports shows on 
every channel? That’s up to you. 
How do you want to grow? One 
day at a time, and some days, 
one minute at a time. What will 
we create with what life has 
done to us? 

We have to relearn who we are. 
We were always the funny one 
with our special person, or the 
responsible one, or the second 
half of the whole. We have been 
given time to decide if we are in 
fact going to continue to be the 
funny one, the responsible one, 
the whole but with a chunk 
missing from our heart. How 
will we be doing this? Who do 
we want to be now? Or more 
likely, who do we want to be 
today? Maybe we like being on 
our own more than we thought 
we would. Don’t judge it — let 
it be — that’s new information. 
And it might not be what we 
think tomorrow anyway. Maybe 
we learn that we are more into 
the hobbies of our person than 
we were when they were with 
us; we find ourselves watching 
baseball, or weeding the flower 
bed because that’s what the 
person who died did. And we 
like it now because it reminds 
us of the person we lost. Our 
loved one changed us, 
influenced us, and now we are 
different, forever. 

A Dozen Things to Do  
By Yourself 

1. Take a walk. Get outside to 
experience the sights, 
sounds, and smells of 
nature — the night sky, the 
fog, and the shining sun. 

2. Take a shower or a bath. 
Put on fresh clothes. 

3. Deep clean your home. 
Clean out the refrigerator. 
Do the laundry. Keeping 
your spaces tidy and neat 
calms the mind and 
increases feelings of 
accomplishment. 

Reflections on the  
Journey Through Grief

JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF4

Westminster	Presbyterian	Church	
Covid-Style	Souperbowl	
2021	Recipes

Spaghetti soup         Leanor Robinson   
½ pound of Hamburg   1/8 teaspoon of dried thyme 
2 ½ cups of water    2 cans of kidney beans (16 oz) 
2 cups chopped cabbage   2 cans of diced tomatoes (14.5 oz) 
1 ¾ cups tomato juice   1 can beef broth (14.5 oz) 
½ tablespoon dried oregano  ½ teaspoon pepper 
¾ teaspoon garlic powder   4 oz angel hair pasta 
½ teaspoon salt 

Cook the hamburg until browned, drain well. Add water and next 10 ingredients and bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat, and simmer uncovered, 2 hours, stirring occasionally. Break pasta and stir into the 
soup. Cook 5 or 6 minutes.

Tortilla Soup         Bonnie Marsh   
1 red bell pepper, rough chop  2 poblanos, rough chop 
1-2 jalapeno, fine chop   ½ diced onion 
2 cloves minced garlic   32 oz. chicken broth 
½ shredded roasted chicken meat 

Sauté vegetables in olive oil until slightly tender. Add chicken broth. Season with: 2 bay leaves1 T. 
chili powder, red pepper flakes, fresh cilantro, 1 tsp. cumin. Add shredded chicken. Simmer for 
flavor. Just before serving add crushed tortilla chips and grated cheese.

Hearty Beef and Bean Chili       Nancy Dobson   
(Is not heavily spicy. Make in Crockpot or large soup pot.) 
1 ½ to 2 lbs. ground chuck (Optional: 1 lb ground chuck, 1 lb smoked sausage, cut) 
2 cups diced onions    2 15oz. cans tomato sauce 
1 15oz can diced tomatoes   1-2 15oz cans Brooks chili beans 
1 large (2 small) cans tomato paste 3-4 tbsp chili powder 
3-4 tbsp garlic powder   Optional: 1-2 tbsp oregano 

Brown ground chuck. Drain off fat. Put beef in crock or soup pot. (Add smoked sausage) 
Cook the 2 cups of diced onion till softer/lighter in color. Add onions to pot. Stir into meat. Then 
simply add and stir in the cans of tomato ingredients and beans. Lastly, stir in spices. Let simmer on 
high heat for first 15 minutes, then keep on lower heat. Adjust heat depending on how long you’re 
cooking chili. Higher, to medium heat for a shorter time of at least 1 ½ hours; lower heat for more 
hours. Stir only occasionally. Enjoy.



ADULT BOOK CLUB 
Tuesday, March 23 
6:00 p.m. via Zoom 

The Adult Book Club meets 
monthly on the 4th Tuesday 
of each month from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

On Tuesday, March 23 we 
will discuss the book Bel 
Canto, by Ann Patchett.  

“Somewhere in South 
America, at the home of the 
country's vice president, a 
lavish birthday party is being 
held in honor of the 
powerful businessman Mr. 
Hosokawa. Roxanne Coss, 
opera's most revered 
soprano, has mesmerized 
the international guests with 
her singing. 

It is a perfect evening—until 
a band of gun-wielding 
terrorists takes the entire 
party hostage. But what 
begins as a panicked, life-
threatening scenario slowly 

evolves into something quite 
different, a moment of great 
beauty, as terrorists and 
hostages forge unexpected 
bonds and people from 
different continents become 
compatriots, intimate 
friends, and lovers.” 

Books are available at 
church this month for 
check-out. You may pick 
one up in the church office 
during regular business 
hours. 

Contact Nikelle to receive 
Zoom login information. 
Nikelle’s email is 
cedirector@wpcbc.org. 

4. Read poetry or stories about 
friendship or love. Listen to 
music or sing. Invite beauty 
to be with you. 

5. Sort through your spiritual 
beliefs. Review the sacred 
texts and hymns to see them 
with fresh eyes. 

6. Make a scrapbook, a photo 
album, or a vacation 
memoir. Write about 
special times and get into 
the details as you recollect. 
Create in your own way. 
Build a bird house. 

7. Consider a period of prayer 
or meditation. Make a spot 
to honor your loved one 
with special trinkets and 
symbolic things. Visit the 
grave. 

8. Write a letter. Thank friends 
for their support. A few 
words of gratitude to those 
who reached out to you can 
remind you of your 
connections. 

9. Light a candle. 

10.Make a schedule for 
yourself, stick to an eating 
and sleeping schedule. Plan 
nutritious meals to avoid 
the pitfalls of binging or 
eating junk food. 

11.Give yourself a time each 
day to solve the issues and 
problems that have surfaced 
from the death of your 
loved one. This will help 
you not to ruminate all day 
long of everything you need 
to do. 

12.Use technology you are 
comfortable with to 
connect with family and 
friends, especially those 
who lift up your spirits. Let 
them know what you are 
doing to find your way. 

Reprinted from St. Luke’s 
Hospice Bereavement Program, 
Bethlehem, PA. 

Dear Bay City Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 

Thank you for your gift of 
$200 in support of the Scot 
Scholarship Fund. Our 
entire campus community 
is genuinely grateful for 
your belief in Alma 
College. 

Your investment in Alma enhances the college’s ability to 
deliver a higher education that is rooted in the liberal arts 
and designed to meet the needs of students in an 
increasingly complex and dynamic world. With your help, 
we are empowering the current generation of Scots to 
improve their communities through service and responsible 
leadership. 

Thank you again for your partnership and for the confidence 
in Alma that your gift represents. 

Sincerely, 

Brent Neubecker ’95 
Director of Annual Giving

December 15, 2020 

Dear Bay City Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 

Thank you for giving us a place to keep 
HOPE alive, for showing up, for giving us 
your Time and for sharing your Treasure. 
Your donation of $500.00 will secure that 
we are able to continue what we do best, 
help and support grieving children grieve, 
and in doing so, they grow, they thrive, and 
they can heal. 

Gratefully, 

Camille G. Nitschky, Executive Director 

Thank you for your continued support again 
this year! We appreciate you!

Ladies, you are invited!  

Deborah Circle will be meet by Zoom on  
Tuesday, March 23 at 7:00 p.m. 

We will be using excerpts from books by 
Patsy Clairmont and Barbara Johnson to 
inspire our discussion. If you are unable to 
join using the internet, we can provide 
information on how to join by phone.  

If you have questions regarding joining by 
Zoom, contact Darlene Kusterer at 
989-385-4062. She is using her subscription 
to host our meetings. If you have questions 
about what we are using for discussion 
inspiration, call Karen Schoeppach at 
684-1322. 
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Deborah Circle

Thank you for sledding with us at  
Veterans Memorial Park on Sunday, February 21!

mailto:cedirector@wpcbc.org


Thank you Westminster Boy Scout Troop 150 for participating  
in worship with us on Sunday, February 14, 2021. 

Scout Sunday at Westminster was different this year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Scouts as a group were unable to join us, but Westminster 
member and Scout Master, Bill Layle, joined us with his sons, Grant (Eagle 
Scout) and Alan (Scout).  

During the service, Bill shared some of the challenges and inspirational 
moments the Boy Scouts experienced this past year due to the pandemic. Here 
are his words: 

After Nick, there were four other boys from our 
troop working on Eagle and the various stages of the 
long and complicated process. To make it even 
more difficult, two of the Scouts turned 18 during 
the COVID shutdown and were no longer eligible to 
earn the rank due to their age. Thankfully,  
the council showed rare exception to the situation 
and was able to grant three-month extensions to 
scouts who could show how the pandemic could 
derail their projects. Of those four boys that are 
working on Eagle, I am proud to say that one more, 
Tommy Falardeau, was able to get an extension past 
his eighteenth birthday and completed a brand new 
Eagle project from scratch. Tommy jumped through 
many hoops, stuck with it, and managed to become 
Troop 150’s 82nd Eagle Scout during a pandemic 
shut down. Quite an impressive feat, but Tommy is 
quite an impressive young man. On a light hearted 
note, Tommy Falardeau is the grandson of Sandy 
Falardeau. Sandy was a member of Westminster 
before she moved downstate. I fondly remember 
Sandy’s support dog falling asleep and loudly 
snoring during Sunday’s worship service! 

The three other boys who are still working on Eagle 
are doing what they can in a difficult situation. I can 
only hope they make it, and I have my fingers 
crossed for each one. 

Another bright spot I saw during the shut down 
came just before Christmas this year. Each year our 
troop partners with Bay City Elks Club for a special 
service project. The Elks Club comes up with 
enough funding each year to provide Christmas 
food baskets to 35 needy veterans in our immediate 
area. A typical food basket consists of three grocery 
bags stuffed full, a box of food with a turkey, a 
gallon of milk, and pretty much everything required 
to make a substantial Christmas meal. With this 

large volume of food, our troop has historically 
risen to the challenge of delivering these food 
baskets to where they need to go. This year, even 
the Elks were limited in the number of service 
projects they were allowed to do. So they increased 
their funding and doubled the number of recipients 
to 70. When the list of veterans in need was 
exhausted, we then delivered to struggling 
restaurant workers in our area who were feeling the 
pinch from being shut down for so long. Our troop 
answered to call, masked up, socially distanced, 
and delivered two truck loads of food by noon that 
day. It was quite an impressive feat to see. 

Scouting does bring out the best of these kids. 
During a time in their lives where there are so many 
choices, distractions, and opportunities for making 
wrong decisions, we have this wonderful program 
available that teaches the fundamental values. Troop 
150 has been in existence and chartered by 
Westminster for over 40 years now. A lot of good 
has been done in that time. The Scout law says that 
a Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, 
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, 
clean, and reverent. 

I’d like to personally thank Westminster for the 
instrumental role that they play in giving us adult 
leaders a chance to reinforce these ideals to our 
youth.” 

“The pandemic has taken a toll. The Boy Scouts 
have had to hit the pause button since April 2020 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Numbers have 
dropped due to members aging out of the Boy 
Scouts, losing interest, or Scout members becoming 
impatient for troop meeting to start up again. 

Outdoor meetings were a relative success, but once 
the season progressed and there was less daylight 
and lower temperatures, the regular meetings came 
to a halt. As we were brainstorming how to 
continue meeting, the second wave struck and 
brought everything to a close again. 

Now that February is here, we hope to begin seeing 
some light on the horizon. The scouting program is 
very unique and hands on, so there is very little that 
can be done virtually. 

I have witnessed some inspirational moments during 
these challenging times. Last year on Scout Sunday, 
Westminster’s Nick Quade was here talking about 
his recently completed Eagle Scout project that he 
did for Westminster. At that time, COVID wan’t even 
part of our vocabulary.  

Planning, leading, 
and executing a 
service project for 
the community or 
a charitable 
organization is 
one of the big 
requirements in 
becoming an 
Eagle. Although 
Nick’s project 
was done at that 
point, there were 
still many steps he 
needed to complete before being awarded the rank 
of Eagle Scout. Nick finished up his Eagle 
application and had his Eagle board review the very 
Friday before the schools were shut down and life as 
we knew it kind of came to a screeching halt in the 
spring of 2020. He managed to get the signatures he 
needed and his paperwork submitted to National 
without a moment left to spare, before that process 
became very complicated due to the pandemic. 

I am proud to say that Westminster’s Nick Quade 
did become the 81st Eagle Scout from Troop 150. 
Although Nick was basically robbed of the pomp 
and circumstance of becoming an Eagle Scout, he 
did make it. 

There were a few other Scouts in the troop that 
would face unique challenges in their quest to reach 
the highest rank in scouting. More than one Scout 
who was working on his Eagle had gone through the 
process of having his service project approved by 
the Eagle Board only to find that his project was 
cancelled by his beneficiary due to COVID.  

Scout Master and Westminster 
member, Bill Layle

Sandy Falardeau 
and her service dog.
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Nick Quade after 
the completion of 
his Eagle Scout 
project at 
Westminster. 
Nick built wooden 
shelving units and 
organized 
Westminster’s 
storage rooms.


