
Peace in Christ as we journey to the Fifth Sunday in Lent.

LENT ADULT FAITH FORMATION

WE ARE BELOVED (Kristen E Vincent, author)

“Beloved Service”  March 29, 2020

PAUSE

Hold me in this Lenten season, Lord,

…in the midst of worries of illness and isolation…

hold my heart to the beat of your grace

and create in me a resting place

a kneeling place…    

a place of stillness…..     

                                                                                     -Ted Yoder, Guerillas of Grace (adapted)

LISTEN  John 12:20-33 (CEB) 

20 Some Greeks were among those who had come up to worship at the festival. 21 They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and made a request: “Sir, we want to see Jesus.” 
22 Philip told Andrew, and Andrew and Philip told Jesus.

23 Jesus replied, “The time has come for the Human One[a] to be glorified. 24 I assure you that 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it can only be a single seed. But if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their lives will lose them, and those who hate their lives in 
this world will keep them forever. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me. Wherever I am, there 
my servant will also be. My Father will honor whoever serves me.

27 “Now I am deeply troubled.[b] What should I say? ‘Father, save me from this time’? No, for this 
is the reason I have come to this time. 28 Father, glorify your name!”

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12:20-33&version=CEB%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-CEB-26592a%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12:20-33&version=CEB%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-CEB-26596b%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20b


29 The crowd standing there heard and said, “It’s thunder.” Others said, “An angel spoke to 
him.”30 Jesus replied, “This voice wasn’t for my benefit but for yours. 31 Now is the time for 
judgment of this world. Now this world’s ruler will be thrown out. 32 When I am lifted up[c] from 
the earth, I will draw everyone to me.” (33 He said this to show how he was going to die.)

• What word, phrase, idea, “shimmered” off the page for you or felt particularly 
meaningful?

• What questions do you have of the passage       or       ideas that you might have found 
troubling?

THINK (Book Excerpts)
• This week’s scripture passage is a time in the life and ministry of Jesus, when 

some Greeks come to worship at the festival and ask to see Jesus.  Aside from a 
few folks, Jesus has preached mostly to his fellow Jews.  Now, some Greeks have 
asked to see Jesus.  They are not Jews; they are Gentiles.  We understand this to 
mean that they represent everyone who is not Jewish.  Jesus message is 
spreading to everyone, is meant for everyone. 

• Jesus has been hoping for his message to have this type of reach.  And the author 
guesses Jesus has been fearing this as well.  Now that he’s sure his message will 
be received by all nations, he recognizes it is time for him to die.  “The time has 
come for the Human One to be glorified,” he says.  It would seem this must be a 
bittersweet moment for Jesus.  Bittersweet for us too because Jesus goes on to 
explain that wherever he goes, his servant will be there too…even to the cross.

• It’s okay if that path makes us nervous.  Jesus is nervous too.  He is deeply 
troubled and has considered asking God too keep all this from happening…But as 
God’s beloved Son, Jesus knows his calling is to bring glory to God, even if it’s not 
easy.

• We read in this story that God rewards Jesus’ faithfulness by breaking into time 
and space.  This is the third time in our beloved journey that we’ve heard God’s 
voice:

1.God says that God delights in God’s Beloved Son (Mark 1).

2.God encourages us to listen to Jesus (Mark 9).

3.And now, God responds to Jesus’ commitment by saying, “I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again (John 12).  

• Next week we will watch Jesus enter the gates of Jerusalem, riding a young 
donkey.  He knows he is going to die in Jerusalem, but he goes anyway, staying 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12:20-33&version=CEB%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-CEB-26601c%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20c


true to his calling as God’s Beloved Son.  There is no greater sign of faithfulness 
than this…serving despite the risks, bringing glory to God’s name.  That too is how 
we live out our belovedness.

• In stillness, we experience true connection with God and begin to recognize who 
God created us to be.  We get in touch with our specific gifts and talents and 
passions.  We draw from our belovedness, and from that place, we serve. From 
that place of belovedness we will find our inspiration, the assurance the energy, 
and the joy we need to serve.  

• While all of this sounds lovely, the fact that servanthood may involve pain and 
sacrifice is not welcome news….we are getting very close to the cross, which is 
distressing.  The beloved journey is difficult, to be sure…We are not alone on this 
journey; Jesus is with us.  And we are not acting in vain; God’s name will be 
glorified.

Thanks be to God.  Amen.

REFLECT (Questions from Book)
• What is significant about the Greeks showing up and asking for Jesus?  What 

does it mean for YOU that Jesus’ message is for all nations?

• In this Gospel story as Jesus talks about his impending death, what emotions do 
you hear in his voice?  How does this make you feel?

• In this Gospel story, what do you think God is trying to convey in speaking to 
Jesus and the people?

• The author discusses at length, her views and ideas of beloved service – service 
arising not from a sense of needing to earn God’s love, but out of a spirit of 
awareness of our own belovedness. How is God calling you to beloved service?  
What does this look like? Are you able to give up control – letting go of your 
preconceived ideas of what your service or call looks like -  in order to fulfill God’s 
view of service? How will you glorify God’s name by your service?

• In what ways is God offering you reassurance during these days?

• How have you practiced stillness this week?  What have you noticed?



PRAY  (see book’s author  K. Vincent for suggestions regarding use with your prayer beads)

Loving God, who called your Beloved Son Jesus to be a servant to the world,

Help me to follow Jesus, who was committed to living out his calling no matter 
how painful.

Help me to live faithfully as you beloved servant.

Let my service bring you glory, O Lord

Help me listen for your words of assurance.

In the name of Jesus Christ, your beloved Son.

AMEN

GO

Rest now in God throughout the moments of your days

Finding a space to pause, to pray, to play

And in that space of rest and re-creation

Remember  - no matter the circumstances -

You – we -  are beloved….always.

              Stayed tuned on Wednesday, APRIL 5TH, for – “BELOVED 
COURAGE”

RESOURCES: We Are Beloved: A Lenten Journey (Kristen E. Vincent, author);         
Guerillas of Grace (Ted Yoder); CEB Study Bible; Biblegateway website;  

D365 Devotional


