
    

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE                   

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Throughout God’s world this day Christian 

churches are celebrating the Lord’s Supper as one 
family dining together in one room under one 
roof. 

People: Our sisters and brothers in Africa, Europe, 
Central America, Asia, and in all lands and 
countries, join us in lifting the bread of life and 
the cup of salvation. 

Leader: In Christ’s love there is no East, no West, no 
North, no South, but only one Spirit of hope, 
love, and peace for all. 

People: Let us praise Christ! May this holy meal 
empower each of us to be agents of hope and 
peace in a time of uncertainty and strife. 

Leader: May Christ bless the worldwide communion of 
the church this day! 

People: Praise be to Christ our Creator, Redeemer, and 
Savior! Amen. 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Eternal God of all people and places, we confess to you our 

lack of oneness with our human sisters and brothers as 
we begin this celebration of unity in Christ. We have 
closed our ears to voices of pain, and of wisdom, when 
they speak in accents other than our own. We have 
lacked the vision to see that people living in places we 
call foreign are as surely your children as we are. Our 
sensibilities are jarred even by the way our nearest 
neighbors express their faith in Christ. We cling to the 
pride of nation and denomination as if we had a special 
claim on truth and leadership. 

Gracious God, forgive us, and renew a right spirit within us, 
a spirit of compassion, understanding, and humility. Fill us 
with the vision of unity in Christ. Hear now, O Lord, as 
we come to you in silent confession…  (Silent Prayer) 

DECLARATION OF PARDON 
Leader: Friends hear and believe the good news of the 

Gospel, 
People: We are saved by grace through faith. In Jesus 

Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

PASSING THE PEACE 

ANTHEM 
“The Power of the Cross” 

Dawn, Nikelle, & Judy 



PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

NEW TESTAMENT – Acts 10:1-34, selected verses 

10 In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, who 
was the captain of a group of soldiers called “The Italian 
Unit.” 2 Cornelius was a very religious man. He 
worshiped God… He had given a lot of money to the 
poor and was always praying to God. 
3 One afternoon at about three o’clock,[a] Cornelius had a 
vision. He saw an angel from God coming to him and 
calling him by name. 4 Cornelius was surprised and stared 
at the angel. Then he asked, “What is this all about?” 
The angel answered, “God has heard your prayers and 
knows about your gifts to the poor. 5 Now send some men 
to Joppa for a man named Simon Peter…Then Cornelius 
sent them off to Joppa to find Peter 
9 The next day about noon these men were coming near 
Joppa. Peter went up on the roof[b] of the house to 
pray 10 and became very hungry. While the food was 
being prepared, he fell sound asleep and had a 
vision. 11 He saw heaven open, and something came 
down like a huge sheet held up by its four corners. 12 In it 
were all kinds of animals, snakes, and birds. 13 A voice 
said to him, “Peter, get up! Kill these and eat them.” 
14 But Peter said, “Lord, I can’t do that! I’ve never eaten 
anything that is unclean and not fit to eat.”[c] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10&version=CEV#fen-CEV-25188a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10&version=CEV#fen-CEV-25194b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10&version=CEV#fen-CEV-25199c


15 The voice spoke to him again, “When God says that 
something can be used for food, don’t say it isn’t fit to 
eat.” 
16 This happened three times before the sheet was 
suddenly taken back to heaven. 
17 Peter was still wondering what all of this meant, when 
the men sent by Cornelius came and stood at the gate. 
They were asking for Simon, called Peter. 
19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Holy 
Spirit said to him, “Three[d] men are here looking for 
you. 20 Hurry down and go with them. Don’t worry, I sent 
them.” 
21 Peter went down and said to the men, “I am the one 
you are looking for. Why have you come?” 
22 They answered, “Captain Cornelius sent us. He is a 
good man who worships God and is liked by the Jewish 
people. One of God’s holy angels told Cornelius to send 
for you, so he could hear what you have to say.” 23 Peter 
invited them to spend the night. 
The next morning, Peter and some of the Lord’s followers 
in Joppa left with the men who had come from 
Cornelius. 24 The next day they arrived in Caesarea where 
Cornelius was waiting for them. He had also invited his 
relatives and close friends. 
25 When Peter arrived, Cornelius greeted him. Then he 
knelt at Peter’s feet and started worshiping him. 26 But 
Peter took hold of him and said, “Stand up! I am nothing 
more than a human.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10&version=CEV#fen-CEV-25204d


27 As Peter entered the house, he was still talking with 
Cornelius. Many people were there, 28 and Peter said to 
them, “You know that we Jews are not allowed to have 
anything to do with other people. But God has shown me 
that he doesn’t think anyone is unclean or unfit. 29 I 
agreed to come here, but I want to know why you sent for 
me.” 
30 Cornelius answered: 
Four days ago at about three o’clock in the afternoon I 
was praying at home. Suddenly a man in bright clothes 
stood in front of me. 31 He said, “Cornelius, God has 
heard your prayers, and he knows about your gifts to the 
poor. 32 Now send to Joppa for Simon Peter… 
33 I sent for you right away, and you have been good 
enough to come… 
34 Peter then said: 
Now I am certain that God treats all people alike… 
Peter then went on to the share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SERMON               
“I Wonder” 

Anne Remington 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 

God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
light from light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
he Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN OF AFFIRMATION 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

Dawn, Nikelle, & Judy 



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD  
DOXOLOGY                                                          OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
As we share from our abundance, Loving God, may we 

empty ourselves of our desires for more, but seek to 
share grace, love, hope, and wonder with everyone we 
meet. In Jesus’ name, we pray.. Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 
THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 Opening Dialogue 
  Leader: The Lord be with you.  
  People: And also with you.  
  Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
  People: We lift them to the Lord. 
  Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 The Sanctus 
People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and 

might, heaven and earth are full of your 



glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
the One who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

  
 The Memorial Acclamation  
  Leader: …we live out the mystery of faith       
               proclaiming: 
  People: Christ has died,  

Christ is risen,  
Christ will come again. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever, Amen. 

ACTIONS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  



BEING SENT WITH GOD’S WORD 
HYMN OF DEDICATION   

“To God Be the Glory” 
Dawn, Nikelle, & Judy 

CHARGE 

BENEDICTION 
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TRANSITIONAL PASTOR                                       Rev. Dr. Ewen Holmes 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR OCTOBER 4, 2020 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: TODAY following worship, there will be an 
opportunity to gather on the north lawn after worship. We have all 
been craving fellowship. We will be serving coffee, cider, and 
donuts. There will be distanced seating and a tent in case of rain. 
Come to  10:30 a.m. worship and stay for fellowship, or just come 
at around 11:30 a.m. to the north lawn (Vermont Street). Future 
outdoor fellowship will be held on October 11, and 18. 



FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL: Join us Sunday, October 18 following 
worship on the north lawn along Vermont Street for food, games & 
fun! All ages welcome. See Nikelle for details. Masks are required, 
and social distancing guidelines will be followed. Children should 
be accompanied by an adult. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: The Bible study on the Book of James 
will meet via Zoom this Thursday beginning at 7:00 p.m.  
On Thursday, October 15, Adult Faith Formation will begin a 
journey through the Gospel of John using Max Lucado’s book and 
study guide, “You Are Never Alone.” Those books are available 
through the office. Donations to help defray costs are appreciated. 
Any questions regarding the class or for Zoom information, contact 
Rev. Linda at 989-686-1360 or email at parishassoc@wpcbc.org.  

THE BOOK CLUB will meet Tuesday, October 27 at 6:00 p.m. via 
Zoom. We will discuss the book “The Invention of Wings” by Sue 
Monk Kidd. Books are available at church this month. They are 
located in the church office for check-out and can be picked up 
during regular business hours or on Sunday before or after worship.  

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE (PNC): Check out a PNC 
video update on the front page of Westminster’s website, 
wpcbc.org. This video was also posted to Facebook (Westminster 
Presbyterian Church - Bay City) on Wednesday, September 9. 

JOIN US AND LIVE STREAM ON FACEBOOK: Westminster 
Presbyterian Church - Bay City. 

LIVE STREAM ON YOUTUBE: Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Live Stream. 

mailto:parishassoc@wpcbc.org
http://wpcbc.org


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
103 E. Midland Street 
Bay City, MI 48706 

989-686-1360 
email: office@wpcbc.org 

website: wpcbc.org

Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
lunch 12:00 -1:00 p.m. 

Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

This Week at Westminster 

Today, Sunday, October 4, 2020  
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 
11:30 a.m.  Outdoor Fellowship (Along Vermont Street) 

        
Monday, October 5, 2020 

7:00 p.m.     Deacon Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, October 6, 2020 
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
6:00 p.m.   Personnel Meeting 

Wednesday, October 7, 2020  
 6:00 p.m.    Property Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Worship Committee 

Thursday, October 8, 2020 
7:00 p.m.     Adult Faith Formation via Zoom 

Next Sunday, October 11, 2020  
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service / Celebration of 50-Year Members 
11:30 a.m.  Outdoor Fellowship (Along Vermont Street)

mailto:office@wpcbc.org
http://wpcbc.org

