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It’s a New Year! 

Happy New Year! As 2021 begins, we are filled with 
hope and anticipation. We hope that the stress and 
chaos of 2020 will lessen. We anticipate people 
getting back to work, those who work in medical 
facilities will be able to get back to normal PPE and 
shifts, first responders (medical, fire, and law 
enforcement) will have fewer worries regarding 
disease exposure, and we will all be able to gather 
together without counting numbers, wearing masks, 
social distancing, and figuring out where we can 
meet outside! 

How blessed we are if we have come through 2020 
and are still here. We are blessed if our family and 
friends didn’t catch Covid-19 (but, if they did, they 

recovered without lingering or serious side effects). 
We are grateful for being able to work or having 
access to resources to help us if we were in need. 

We count our blessings and show gratitude to God 
for giving us strength and guidance. We recognize 
that there are many who faced, and still face, serious 
struggles just to get through each day. Let us reach 
out to those in need. Let us give our support in any 
way we are able. Remember that one does not need 
to make a grand gesture to do good. Every effort, no 
matter how small, makes a difference. 

It’s a new year! Let’s begin as we mean to go on 
throughout the coming days. 

by, Karen Schoeppach on behalf of the Stewardship 
Committee

Because of the the recent COVID-19 challenges we 
have all had to face, this transition moment and my 
“best wishes” to you will have to be expressed 
differently. This is my weak attempt to try to say 
“Thank You!” 

You have made these past nineteen months (even in 
the midst of COVID-19) a joy! Your kindness and 
hospitality have touched me! Your joking and 
laughter have been contagious! Your sincerity and 
warmth have been genuine! And your faith and 
ministry have been exciting to witness! 

Thank you for being so welcoming to Ailbhe and 
me! We will long remember WPCBC as a special 
place in our hearts! 

Rev. Holmes 

Thank you Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes for being a part 
 of Westminster for the past nineteen months!  

You and Ailbhe will be missed!

THE WESTMINSTER LOG

We will miss you,  
Rev. Holmes!
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Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
website: wpcbc.org 

Join us on Facebook 
Westminster Presbyterian Church - Bay City

*Birthdays listed are for our 75+ Members

7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 

Happy Birthday 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 7:00 p.m. Deacon Meeting 

6:00 p.m. Spiritual Growth 

10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Personnel 

1:00 p.m. The Wired Word 
Bible Study via Zoom 

6:00 p.m. Property  
Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Mission Meeting 
8:00 p.m. Worship 

Meeting 

5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 
at Messiah Lutheran 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 

1:00 p.m. The Wired 
Word Bible Study 
via Zoom 

5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 
at Messiah Lutheran 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 

1:00 p.m. The Wired 
Word Bible Study 
via Zoom 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

In-person worship is suspended until further 
notice. Join us through Facebook: 

Westminster Presbyterian Church - Bay City 

6:00 p.m. Finance Meeting 

1:00 p.m. The Wired 
Word Bible Study 
via Zoom 

Bonnie Darling 
Russel Marvin 

Sue Curtiss 
Anne Remington 

Barbara Timm 

Molly Molyneaux 
Thomas Lange 

Arlene Oettmeier 
Mary Kay Prudden 

John Butts 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

In-person worship is suspended until further 
notice. Join us through Facebook: 

Westminster Presbyterian Church - Bay City 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

In-person worship is suspended until further 
notice. Join us through Facebook: 

Westminster Presbyterian Church - Bay City 

6:00 p.m. Book Club 
meeting via Zoom 

5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 
at Messiah Lutheran 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 

5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 
at Messiah Lutheran 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 

http://wpcbc.org


18 NOTES & THANK YOU 

SPIRITUALITY OF AGING 
Meets with a partner via telephone  

at your convenience 

“Although I am not where I hoped I would be,  
I am not where I was afraid I might be.” 

This is just one of the insights that one participant 
came to as she read the book — On the Brink of 
Everything — and participated in the discussion with 
her phone partner. Last month the discussion 
focused on Chapter One — The View From the 
Brink: What I Can See from Here. Palmer writes that 
he has come to see that phrase — on the brink — 
from a much more positive and even exciting or 
adventuresome perspective. He notes that at this age 
he has gained a “new perspective on my past, 
present, and future into the inner dynamics that 
shape and drive my life…have had a few inner-life 
findings that have taken me by surprise. Some of 
them have been humbling, all of them have been life 
giving.” Which leads to the question for each one of 
us — What has “taken you by surprise and found to 
be life-giving?" 
  
The December-January focus will be on The Dance 
of the Generations. In this second chapter, Palmer 
writes that “when young and old connect, it’s like 
joining the poles of a battery. Together, we generate 
energy for personal and social change that an age-

segregated 
society cuts 
off.” He asks the 
question — 
“how can elders 
reach out to the 
young, many of 
whom yearn 
for us to take 
an interest in 
them, their 
fears, their dreams, their futures?” 
So the question needs to be asked, even in the midst 
of this pandemic with both physical and social 
isolation, how can our generations connect to create 
that energy and wisdom needed to enhance life for 
all people?  
  
That will be the focus of our next Spirituality of 
Aging gathering.  
  
Remember, this book is not for elders only. It was 
written to encourage adults of all ages to explore the 
way their lives are unfolding. It's not a how-to-do-it 
book on aging, but a set of meditations in prose and 
poetry that turn the prism on the meaning(s) of one's 
life, refracting new light at every turn. 
  
If you have any questions or would like to learn 
more about our “two-by-two” discussion format, 
please call Rev. Linda at the church office 686-1360 
X2 or email parishassoc@wpcbc.org.    

In-Church Meetings 

Please coordinate all in-
person church committee 
meetings with the church 

office. Thank you.

Envelopes for 2021 will be 
available for pick-up here at the 

church. The church is open 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. (lunch at noon) and 
Friday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

OFFERING 
ENVELOPES

Treasurer’s  
Report  

Building Improvement Fund 
October Balance: 

$24,574.70 
November Income: 

$504.00 
November Expense: 

$0.00 
November Balance: 

$25,078.70 

Operating Fund 
November Income: 

$60,766.19 
November Expense: 

$33,508.25 

Major Repairs Fund 
$38,260.75 

Capital Campaign Fund 
November Income: 

$13,423.60 
Nov. Interest Expense: 

$1,402.90 
Loan Balance at end of Nov. 

$434,781.44 

Donate online at  
www.wpcbc.org

IN OUR PRAYERS

With
Sympathy

CONRAD DRESCHER 
Prayers are extended to the family  
and friends of Conrad Drescher.  

Con passed away in Massachusetts 
on December 9, 2020.

Prayers are extended to the 
family and friends of  

Sara Jo Hensley Umbarger. 
Sara passed away on 
December 16, 2020.

Per capita for 2021 is $28.76. This is per active, confirmed 
member. 

HEARTS & HANDS KNITTING 

Thank you to Sharon and Glenn Hignite, who on behalf of Westminster’s 
Hearts & Hands Knitting Group, donated the following hand-knit 
items within our community: 
•Adult and children-sized hats and mittens to the the 

Rescue Mission; 

•Hats and mittens to a day care in Bay City; 

•Hats and mittens to Linsday Elementary in Bay City; 

•Prayer shawls to Covenant Hospital.  Thank you!!! 

Christmas  
Eve 

Worship 

Thank you to all who participated in a 
reading during the online 7:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve worship service: 

Neil Harrelson 
Collin Heidtman 

Sherry Holley 
Scott Robinson

EDITH ELLIOT 
Prayers are extended  

to the family and friends of  
Edith Elliot. Edith passed away 

on January 2, 2021. 

http://www.wpcbc.org
mailto:parishassoc@wpcbc.org


ADULT FAITH FORMATION JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF2 7

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 VIA ZOOM 

Begins January 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

Recently, our Bible study discussions are often about 
how to interpret and think about the Old Testament 
in light of the teachings of Jesus, who so often 
teaches about love and peace. Frequently someone 
will say. “They seem so opposite…maybe we should 
only read the New Testament.”   

So that began the search for what is 
hopefully just the right topic for our 
next Adult Bible Formation series, 
beginning January 14, 2021. Beginning 
that Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom we will gather to discuss a 
variety of Bible passages as well as 
explore the ideas of the book — “The 
Bible With AND Without Jesus” (note, 
it says AND, not OR). 

Bible scholars and teachers Amy-Jill 
Levine and Marc Z. Brettler in their book take 
readers on a guided tour of the most popular 
Hebrew Bible passages quoted in the New 
Testament to show what the texts meant in their 
original contexts and then how Jews and Christians, 
over time, understood those same texts. Passages 
include the creation of the world, the role of Adam 
and Eve, the Suffering Servant of Isaiah, the book of 

Jonah, and Psalm 22, whose words, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me,” Jesus quotes as he 
dies on the cross. 

Comparing various interpretations — historical, 
literary, and theological — of each ancient text, 
Levine and Brettler offer deeper understandings of 
the original narratives and their many afterlives. 
They show how the text speaks to different 
generations under changed circumstances, and so 
illuminate the Bible’s ongoing significance. By 

understanding the depth and variety by 
which these passages have been, and can 
be, understood, “The Bible With and 
Without Jesus”, does more than enhance 
our religious understandings, it helps us to 
see the Bible as a source of inspiration for 
any and all readers.   

Each week we will study a specific Bible 
passage and explore how and why Jews and 
Christians read many of the same Biblical 
texts — including passages from the 

Pentateuch, the Prophets, and the Psalms — 
differently. Exploring and explaining these diverse 
perspectives, they reveal more clearly Scripture’s 
beauty and power.   
 
If you have any questions and/or would like to 
participate in this next series, please call Rev. Linda 
686-1360 X2 or email at parishassoc@wpcbc.org.  

Each month the Spiritual 
Growth Committee will share in 

the Log a few thoughts on the 
journey of grief that we all 

experience. We hope these brief 
thoughts will be of help and 

support to all. 

How We Grieve:  
Relearning the World 

What do we do when a friend, 
relative, or a loved one dies? If 
we wish to understand the loss 
experience, we must learn 
details of survivors’ stories. In 
How We Grieve: Relearning the 
World, Thomas Attig tells real-
l i fe tales to i l lustrate the 
disruption of life that loss 
entails. He shows how the 
g r i e v e r m e e t s d a u n t i n g 
challenges, makes cri t ical 
choices, and reshapes one’s life. 
These examples of coping hold 
valuable lessons that address the 
needs of grieving people and 
those who hope to support 
them. The book promotes 
understanding of grief itself, 
e n c o u r a g e s r e s p e c t f o r 
individuality, and shows how to 
deal with helplessness in the 
face of “choiceless” events. 

Grieving is not a process of 
passively living through stages, 
nor is it a clinical problem to be 
solved by others. This book 

demonstrates that grieving is an 
active process of relearning how 
to be and act in a world where 
loss transforms our life. We are 
challenged to relearn things and 
places; relationships with others, 
the deceased, God, and most of 
all, ourselves. 

Dirge Without Music 

I am not resigned to the 
shutting away of loving hearts 

in the hard ground. 
So it is, and so it will be, for 

so it has been,  
time out of mind:  

Into the darkness they go, the 
wise and the lovely. 

Crowned, with lilies and with 
laurel they go; but I am not 

resigned. 
  
Lovers and thinkers, into the 

earth with you. 
Be one with the dull, the 

indiscriminate dust. 
A fragment of what you felt, 

of what you knew, 

A formula, a phrase remains, 
but the best is lost. 

  
The answers quick and keen, 
the honest look, the laughter, 

the love, 
They are gone. They are gone 

to feed the roses. 
Elegant and curled is the 
blossom. Fragrant is the 

blossom. I know. But I do not 
approve.  

More precious was the light 
in your eyes than all the roses 

in the world. 
  
Down, down, down into the 

darkness of the grave 
Gently they go, the beautiful, 

the tender, the kind; 
Quietly they go, the 
intelligent, the witty,  

the brave. 
I know. But I do not approve. 

And I am not resigned. 
                                              
   ~ Edna St. Vincent Millay 

Reprinted from St. Luke’s Hospice 
Bereavement Program, Bethlehem, 
PA. 

Reflections on the  
Journey Through Grief

CURRENT EVENTS DISCUSSION VIA ZOOM 
Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. 

Our Wired Word Group reconvened in early 
November via Zoom, using The Wired 
Word materials.  The materials are organized into 
seven sections: 

• An Introduction to the lesson; 

• In the News summary of a current event; 

• Big Questions for consideration or discussion 
about the topic; 

• Scripture references to help confront the news 
with hope; 

• Additional group Discussion Questions; 

• Suggestions for Responding to the News; 

• A Closing Prayer. 

Over these past few weeks we have discussed topics 
like: Japan's Practice of ‘Jishuku'; Self-Restraint for 
the Sake of Others, Credited with Limiting the 
Spread of Covid-19; Migrant Musicians Try to 
Define What 'Home' Means to Them; Election Leads 
to reflections on Democracy; Jeff Bridges  

continued on page 3

“Advent Memory Blessing” continued from page 6 

happening now or happens in the future, I have the 
memories and I feel blessed to have had the 
experience and am grateful to those who made 
those memories a possibility. 

Reach deep this year and find the blessings. Hold 
them close and express gratitude for them.  
Advent. Remembering the coming of Christ and 
preparing for an arrival.  

— Karen Schoeppach 

mailto:parishassoc@wpcbc.org


ADVENT MEMORY BLESSING6 3ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Family to Family Connection 
Are you looking to meet some new people from Westminster? Are you 
looking to reconnect with people in our church family? Do you miss 
being at church in-person? Would you like a pen-pal or phone buddy 
from church to send you mail or call you to brighten your day? If you 
answered yes to any of these questions, you should plan to be a part of 
this! Applications will be available soon to match you up with a family 
that will best suit your needs. We would love to make some 
intergenerational connections between some of our long-time 
members and our new families so folks could get to know one another 
better. All it takes is a little time and you could end up with a brand 
new family connection! More details coming soon! 

ADULT BOOK CLUB 
Tuesday, January 26 
6:00 p.m. via Zoom 

The Adult Book Club meets monthly on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month from 6:00-7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom. 

On Tuesday, January 26 we will discuss the book 
“The Readers of Broken Wheel Recommend” by 
Katrina Bivald. “Broken Wheel, Iowa, has never 
seen anyone like Sara: Sara traveled all the way 
from Sweden just to meet her book-loving pen pal 
Amy, but when she arrives she finds Amy's funeral 
guests just leaving. The residents of Broken Wheel 
are happy to look after their bewildered 
visitor―there's not much else to do in a dying 

small town that's almost 
beyond repair. You 
certainly wouldn't open 
a bookstore. And 
definitely not with Sara 
the tourist in charge…” 

Books are available at 
church this month for 
check-out. You may 
pick one up in the 
church office during 
regular business hours. 

Contact Nikelle to receive Zoom login 
information. Nikelle’s email is 
cedirector@wpcbc.org. 

continued from page 2 

Lymphoma Diagnosis Causes Him to Appreciate His 
Mortality; and I Don’t Have a Personal Relationship 
with Jesus,’ Christian Writer Says, to name just a 
few. As our group of about six to seven has met 
weekly, we enjoyed lively conversations about the 
facts of the news story, our individual perspectives 

on the topic, our questions, and a variety of Bible 
passages that relate to the current story. 

The Wired Word gathering meets in the afternoon 
—  Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom. The lesson 
materials are emailed several days in advance of the 
Wednesday afternoon gathering. If you prefer, the 
materials are printed in the office by Judy and are 
available to be picked up Tuesday morning.  
 If you have any questions and/or would like to be 
added to the email list, please call Rev. Linda 
686-1360 X2 or email parishassoc@wpcbc.org.

ADVENT MEMORY BLESSING 
by, Karen Schoeppach 

Our theme for Stewardship has been “Blessings & 
Gratitude”. We are keeping this theme going all year 
long. 2020 certainly has been a year where finding 
blessings and feeling gratitude has not been easy. I, 
along with many of you, have been reaching deep 
to do both! 

As I was watching the service of November 29 (the 
first Sunday in Advent), memories of Advents past 
started to flow through my mind. The lighting of the 
first candle might not have 
taken place in the sanctuary 
but was meaningful just the 
same. Members of our church 
family standing together, 
reading a devotion, and 
lighting the candle was as 
special as ever. The sanctuary 
décor was different, but the 
important elements were 
present.  The music was as 
beautiful as always. 

Later in the day, I thought of “first Sundays” of 
Advents in my past. Westminster would often have a 
potluck meal in the afternoon. As is true of church 
potlucks everywhere, we would seek out that 
special dish only made to “feed a large group”. 
Certain people made certain dishes that would only 
appear at the potlucks. Sometimes because no one 
else in the family liked it, so potlucks were the only 
time it could be made. Sometimes because it was a 
bit costly and therefore was considered too 
expensive for ordinary family dinners. On occasion, 
it was the dish for which one became “famous” and 
not making and bringing it would mean 
disappointment throughout the group.  

After the meal was over, food was packed away and 
tables were cleared of dishes and debris, it was time 
for crafting. There was a “bare” Christmas tree in the 
DeWitt St. lobby crying out for decoration! It was 
our tradition for families and friends to take turns 
having a photograph taken. In the early days it was a 
Polaroid photo. Later we advanced to digital 
cameras and photo printers brought into the church 
for the event. Volunteer photographers (some 
amateurs, some professionals from among the 
membership) would take the shots and make sure 
everyone received their photograph. The wonderful 
Advent Dinner committee would find a plan for an 
ornament to craft and display the photo. “Kits” with 
all the necessary materials would be distributed 
along with any “tools” necessary to create the 
ornament. Once completed, the ornaments would 
be hung on the tree in the lobby. (Hence the 
Seasonal Sunshine project with the Thumbprint 
Snowflake ornament. I hope you are all taking part!) 

Some years, if the ornament was 
quick and simple to make, we 
would have an additional craft. 
The one I remember most was the 
“Gingerbread” House! I think the 
house was made of graham 
crackers (I could be wrong, one 
of you may have a better 
memory). We all received a base, 
walls, roof, icing for glue, and an 
assortment of candies for 
decoration. What a time we all 

had! Did you need more of a particular candy to 
finish your house? Someone would share theirs, as 
they didn’t need all that they had. My most precious 
memory is of my twin nephews offering to “help” 
any members who were struggling to complete their 
house.  To thank them for their generosity, they often 
received any of the leftover candy. They truly did 
want to help but became more helpful to many 
more people as the evening passed. 

We can’t have Advent this year in that way. Maybe it 
will be some time before we do, or we may decide 
to make changes based on some of the new things 
we have had to do this year. But no matter what is 

continued on page 7

This “Advent Memory Blessing” by Karen Schoeppach was 
originally published on Facebook and the website in early 
December. But it’s worth publishing again here because 
some at Westminster may have missed it, and also have 
similar memories from Westminster’s past. Thank you, 
Karen, for sharing your Westminster memories (and your 
writing talents!) with us.

mailto:parishassoc@wpcbc.org
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54 THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

1st Sunday of Advent 
Werner Family 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
Gustafson Family 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Frontjes Family 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Kusterer Family 

Christmas Eve 
Hanson, Kelly, Morse & 

Bonds Families

A big thank you 
 to all of our virtual  
Advent readers!

Thank you, Wendy Wissner Tally, for sharing your musical talents 
with us this Christmas! 

Thank you also to all of you who contributed to the Westminster 
Christmas concert. 

If you missed either of these special concerts, you can view them 
on Facebook or the website (wpcbc.org). 

Early Morning in the Sanctuary 
photo by Harold Miller

We have enjoyed  
seeing all of you!

A special thank you goes out to Rick Hebner and Ron VanTol! 
Without their volunteer services, Westminster could not have 
recorded worship services and music during this pandemic. Rick 
and Ron work patiently with staff as we schedule (and re-schedule 
and then re-schedule again!) worship services and musical 
recordings, and they patiently deal with the technological 
problems that sometimes arise. You both are greatly valued and 
appreciated!

Seasonal Sunshine
Thank you to everyone who 

contributed a Seasonal 
Sunshine ornament! 

Thank you to all of you who provided  
us with a unique “Passing the Peace”  
experience during Sunday worship!  
It was wonderful to see all of you. 

(There was not enough room to include all the  
folks who contributed. We will include  

additional pictures in future Logs.)

http://wpcbc.org
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December 20th was a day to remember. The children and youth led us 
in telling the Christmas story through video! Thank you to all who were 
part of the program or part of making it happen! 
  

Mother 
Child 
Mary 
Joseph 
Elizabeth 
Angel Gabriela 
Joseph’s Angel 
Caesar Augustus 
Shepherds 

Sheep 

Angel Messenger 
Angels 

Star 
King Herod 
Magi 

Away in the Manger

Marcy Chambers 
Lillian Chambers 
Lauren Graves 
Max Weatherwax 
Lilly Graves 
Michaela Call 
Brevin Chambers 
Emerson Chambers 
Dylan Heidtman 
Max Weatherwax 
Averi Bucic 
Luca Bucic 
Sabine Sivy 
Emily Majchrzak 
Andrew Majchrzak 
Ryan Hildebrant 
Sabine Sivy 
Sophie Hildebrant 
Camryn Werner 
Brooklyn Werner 
Meadow Gustafson 
Josie Buck 
Jonas Sivy 
Grace Rezler 
Alix Weatherwax 
Reagan Weatherwax 
Everett & Ivy Morse

Thank you to all the parents who assisted with lines and with Zoom meetings, and to all the parents and 
siblings who served as videographers. Thank you to Wendy Tally for jumping right in and helping with the 
music. Thank you to Brandi Higgins who shared her gift of creativity throughout every part of the program.  
  
Westminster is blessed to have great children, youth, and families who love to be involved with their church 
family! We know there were many people who loved the opportunity to see and hear from so many! 
  
We are working to have it available on DVD for those who were not able to watch it online! 
 

Cast 



THANK YOU!






Birds 

The Deborah Circle made two caroling expeditions in December: 

Wednesday, December 16 
Participants: Darlene Kusterer, Karen Schoeppach, Janet LaFave, Sherry Holley, Lin Stuifbergen, Sally Calvo 
and honorary member Wendy Shields. 
Stops: Peggy Hawkins, Alma Watton & Ashley, Beverly Rector, Jack & Dianne Young, Marilyn Lapham, 
Hazel & Sally Kish, Sandy & Randy Thibo 
  
Friday, December 18 
Participants: Steve & Darlene Kusterer, Lin & Scott Stuifbergen, Sally & Diego Calvo, Len & Sheryl Petroff, 
Tim & Sherry Holley, Karen Schoeppach, Jack & Meadow Gustafson, Janet LaFave. 
Stops: Daniel & Donna Gould, Betty Lunger, Mary Lou Higgins, Joy Thompson, Peggy & Bob 
Hanson,Bonnie Scheddel. 
  
Ernie LaFave hosted a socially distanced hot beverage tailgate in the church parking lot immediately 
following…

Thank you to the Deborah Circle Carolers (aka The Mask Singers)!

“We all felt like we received more blessings and good  
will than we gave during the outings.” 

Darlene Kusterer


