
 

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                                                                              THOMPSON 
“Come, All Ye Shepherds” 

Chime Choir 

†CALL TO WORSHIP  
LEADER: Friends, this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope. 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. 
PEOPLE: God’s mercies never come to an end. 
LEADER: They are new every morning. 
PEOPLE: Great is God’s faithfulness. 
LEADER: The Lord is my portion. 
PEOPLE: Therefore I will hope in God. 

OPENING HYMN                                                                 HYFERYDOL 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

Chancel Choir Recording 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 
LEADER: Where do we hear of hope? 
LECTERN SIDE: Those who place their hope in the Lord 
PULPIT SIDE: will renew their strength and mount up with 

wings like eagles. 
LEADER: Surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
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LECTERN SIDE: plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
PULPIT SIDE: to give you a future with hope. 
LEADER: On this first Sunday of Advent, let us light a candle to 

hear hope. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Great and glorious God, through Jesus Christ our Savior you 

have shown us that the blessed age of grace has appeared and 
the hoped-for time of salvation has come. 

Yet, we cling to the glories of the present age — worldly 
passions and impious pursuits, self-indulgent, crooked, and 
ungodly ways. We choose to walk in darkness, unwilling to 
see the evil your light exposes. 

Cleanse us and free us; break the yoke we choose to carry 
through Christ, who gave himself for us, so that we might be 
your people, holy and whole. 

— Silent Confession — 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
God is coming to us even now to save us. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 

†SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

FANNING THE FLAME 
Following the time with young disciples at the front of the sanctuary, 

children are invited to follow Ms. Brandi to the Campfire Meeting 
(Children’s Church), and can be picked up following the service 

at the end of the Sunday School hallway. 



PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

 Gospel Lessons  
 John 1:14 

Matthew 28:20b 

Hebrew Lessons 
    Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7 

   Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7, 11-14 

SERMON      
                                         “Hear Hope” 
                                     Rev. Jamie Milton 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
PRESENTATION 

LEADER: Hear these words from scripture: There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of 
your calling, 

PEOPLE: One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

RENUNCIATIONS 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 

LEADER: Do you believe in God the Father? 
PEOPLE: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

and earth. 
LEADER: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
PEOPLE: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 



Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

LEADER: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
PEOPLE: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

WELCOME 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
OFFERTORY HYMN                                                           LARSON 

 “Come to Set Thy People Free” 
Chancel Choir Recording 

†UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

We give you thanks and praise, O God, that you have built us 
up in faith and bound us together in love. By your grace, may 
all that we do show the glory of your name and serve the 
good of your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

PEOPLE: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 



is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever, Amen. 

BEING SENT WITH GOD’S WORD 
HYMN OF DEDICATION                    IRBY 

“Once in Royal David’s City” 
Chancel Choir Recording 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE              
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NEW MEMBERS: A special welcome to 
t h e n e w m e m b e r s j o i n i n g o u r 
congregation today: Katie Lindahl, Carol 
& Gary Eagle, Debra & Larry Price, and 
Beverly & George Sivertson. Welcome! 

POINSETTIA order forms are now in the 
bulletin. If you are interested in ordering 
poinsettias to fill the sanctuary for the 
Christmas Eve services, please return the 
order form and payment to the offering 
plate or the church office by December 5. 
Your plant(s) will be available to take 
home after the Christmas Eve services. 

2021 GIVING TREE: Please give 
support to the Crisis Committee’s 
Giving Tree Project. Gift tags are 
available on the Christmas tree in the 
Wenona Street lobby. Please place all 
gifts in gift bags unwrapped, and attach 
the gift tag to the handle of the bag. 
Gifts should be a maximum of $30.00. 
Return all gifts to the church no later 
than Sunday, December 5. Thank you! 

LUNCH & LEARN: Join us Tuesday, 
November 30 in Fellowship Hall 
beginning at noon for Anatomy of A 
Criminal Case: From Both Sides of the 
Bench. A federal magistrate judge and 
local attorney discuss a day in court. 
Don’t miss this intr iguing topic. 
Presenters are Honorable Charles Binder 
(ret.) and Prosecuting Attorney, Patrick 
Duggan (ret.) All are welcome to attend, 
including those on a lunch hour break 
from work.  Bring a lunch to enjoy during 
this talk.  Refreshments will be available. 
If you prefer, you may bring your own 
comfortable lawn chair. For information 
call the church office at 989-686-1360. 

DEBORAH CIRCLE: Ladies, you are 
invited! The Deborah Circle will meet via 
Zoom on Tuesday, November 30 at 7:00 
p.m. Contact Karen Schoeppach at 
989-684-1322 or kaysue@chartermi.net 
for Zoom information. 

OUR STEPHEN MINISTRY PROGRAM is 
venturing into volunteering with Hospice. 
We would like to invite anyone in the 
congregation to join us. Your time 
commitment is up to you. The Hospice 
co-ordinator is great to work with, and 
will assign you with the job that best suits 
your interests and time. There will be a 
training session after Christmas for us all 
t o do toge the r. P lease ca l l Jan 
(989-686-1557) or Pam (989-225-8259) 
for more information or to be put on our 
volunteer list.  

CONTEMPLATIVE CHRISTMAS SERVCE: 
The constant refrain on the radio and 
television, from shopping malls to 
churches, about the happiness of the 
season, about getting together with family 
and friends, reminds many people of 
what they have lost or have never had. 
Sometimes, we simply need a quiet place 
to sit with our thoughts, to be, and to 
worship. We need the space and time to 
acknowledge our feelings and concern; 
we need to know that we are not alone. 
For these reasons, we are offering a 
special contemplative Christmas service 
on December 20 at 6:00 p.m. Join us as 
we worship together through prayer, 
scripture, and music that acknowledge 
that God’s presence is forever with us — 
and that God’s Word comes to shine light 
into our darkness. Refreshments will 
follow the service.



SPECIAL OFFERING: Westminster will 
continue to take a special offering that 
will help support a gift to a farming 
community. This gift includes livestock, 
tools, and training to support a larger farm 
that can serve an entire community. The 
gift may include families of chickens, 
multiple goats, piglets and cows, a pair of 
oxen with a plow, and a collection of 
e q u i p m e n t — e n o u g h t o h e l p 
communities raise both healthy food and 
their standard of living. Each gift will 
ultimately reflect local needs to provide 
the greatest impact. An anonymous donor 
will match what is given by the 
congregation. You may indicate on your 
envelope whose silo — Pastor Jamie’s, 
Pastor Linda’s, or Brandi’s — you want 
your contribution to go into. Remember, 
whoever gets the most donations in their 
silo, gets to kiss a cow! 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: When we respond 
to Jesus’ summons to “Follow me” and we 
choose to follow, we are committing to a 
lifelong apprenticeship journey — one in 
which we will continually be formed, 
reformed, and transformed.  Discipleship 
is not a skill, it’s a way of life. Bible Study 
classes will be offered at two different 
times to accommodate various schedules. 
Join us on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Session Room or Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
via Zoom. The same study materials will 
be used at both gatherings, and are 
available for pick-up in the church office. 
See Rev. Linda or Pastor Jamie with any 
questions. 

THE WIRED WORD, “where current 
events and faith intersect,” will resume on 
Tuesday, October 5 at 1:00 via Zoom. 
News is inevitable — whether good or 
bad, but what better way to extract hope 
from this input than to juxtapose 
scriptures as tools to persevere and 
navigate our daily walk in Christian faith. 
Our weekly Wired Word gatherings allow 
us to reflect on the week’s happenings 
with others who may not share exactly our 
same thoughts and opinions, but are 
equally dedicated to thinking about and 
talking about how current events intersect 
with our faith questions and convictions. 
Any questions, or to receive study material 
and Zoom information, contact Rev. Linda 
at 686-1360 or parishassoc@wpcbc.org. 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD: If you 
are looking for grief support groups, 
health clinics, or volunteer opportunities 
that take place within our community, 
please check out the community bulletin 
board located in Fellowship Hall. 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK: Westminster 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

103 E. Midland Street 
Bay City, MI 48706 

989-686-1360 
email: office@wpcbc.org 

website: wpcbc.org

Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

mailto:office@wpcbc.org
http://wpcbc.org


IMPORTANT DATES 

Saturday, December 4 & 11 
10:00 a.m. Children’s Christmas 

Program Rehearsal 

Sunday, December 12 
10:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas 

Program 

Thursday, December 16 
5:00 p.m. Children, Youth, & Adult 

Christmas Caroling 

Sunday, December 19 
10:30 a.m. Christmas Concert 
4:00 p.m. Children & Youth “A 

Night in Bethlehem” 

Monday, December 20 
6:00 p.m. Contemplative Christmas 

Service 

Friday, December 24 
1:00 & 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 

worship (Join us twenty minutes 
prior to each service to sing 
Christmas carols outside around 
the Advent wreath.) 

Sunday, December 26 
9:30 a.m. Pajamas & Pancakes 

Sunday, January 9 
11:30 a.m. Confirmation 

Informational meeting

This Week at Westminster 

Today, Sunday, November 28 
9:00 a.m.  First Light (Sunday School) 
9:00 a.m.  Adult Bible Study  
9:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 
5:00 p.m.  Ignite (Youth Group) 
     

Tuesday, November 30 
9:00 a.m. Bay ISD 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
10:00 a.m. Hearts & Hands Knitting 
12:00 p.m. Lunch & Learn 
6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 150 
7:00 p.m. Deborah Circle 

Wednesday, December 1 
6:00 p.m. Property Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study via Zoom 

Thursday, December 2 
8:30 a.m.  TOPS 
9:00 a.m. Bay ISD 
5:00 p.m. Food of Faith at Messiah 
5:00 p.m. Combustion Council  
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Next Sunday, December 5 
9:00 a.m.  First Light (Sunday School) 
9:00 a.m.  Adult Bible Study  
9:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 
5:00 p.m.  Ignite (Youth Group) 


